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JOHN CHILDS AM) S0», PBUTRItg. 



PREFACE. 



Good wine needs no bnsh, and this tale needs no Preface. 
I shall not tell the story of it — ^let readers go to the verse 
itself for that ; nor shall I repeat to those who begin it the 
exhortation of the englisher of Sir Ghnerides, 

" for goddes sake, or ye hens wende, 
Here this tale unto the ende."— (IL 3769-70.) 

If any one having taken it up is absurd enough to lay it 
down without finishing it^ let him lose the fun^ and let all 
true men pity him. Though the state of morals disclosed by 
the story is not altogether satisfactory^ yet it is a decided 
improvement on that existing in Roberd of Brunne's time in 
1303, for he had to complain of the lords of his day : 

• Also do Jese lordynges, 
J5e[y] trespas moche yn twey pynges ; 
J)ey rauys a mayden a3cns here wyl, 
And mennys wyuys fey lede awey fertyl. 
A grate vylanye farie he dous 
3yf he make therof hys rouse [boste] : 
J5e dede ys confusyun, 
And more ys f e dyffamacyun. 



?1 



PREFAOE. 



The volume coDtaioiiig the poem waa shown to me by Mr 
Stubbsj the Librarian at Lambeth^ in order that I might see 
the version of Sir Gjngelajnej son of Sir Grawainj which Mr 
Morria ia some day^ I trust, to edit for the Society in one of 
hia Gawain volaiQea.* Finding the present poem also on the 
paper leavesj I copied it out the same aftemoonj and here it 
is for a balf-bonr^s amusement to any reader who cbooses to 
take it up. 

The handwriting of tho MS, must bo of a date soon after 
1460j and this agrees well with the alluaion to Edward the 
F'ourtVs accessionj and the triumph of the White Rose o^er the 
Red allnded to iu the last lines of the poem. The Garlond, 

It was made . , * 

Of floury s most of hououtc, 

Of roses whyte ]iat wytl nott fade^ 

"WTiych flonrci aft ynglond doth glade, , , 

Yn-to the whych flotire I-wys 

Tlie lone of God and of the comonya 

Subdued ben© of ryght. 

For, that the- Commons of England were glad of their 
Yorkist kiug^ and loved Duke Richard^ s son^ let Holioshod'a 
record prove. He testifies : 

" Wherevpon it was againe demanded of the commons, if tbey 
would admit and take the said erle as their prince and souereigns 
lord ; which all with one voico cried : Yea, yea, , , 

** Out of the ded stocke sprang a bi^nch more mightie tlian the 
stera ; this Edward the Fourth^ a prince ^o highlie fauoured of the 
peplej for his great HberaJitie, clemeucie, vpright dealing, and courage, 
that aboue all other, he with them stood in grace alone : by reason 
whereof, men of all ages and degrees to him daili© repaired, some 
offering them seines and their men to ioepard their Hues with him, 
and other ]>lentioiislie gaue monie to support his charges, and to 
mainteine his rij?ht/^ 



' Hn* since printing of the Roniaiics m the Percy Folio MS. Ballads and 
Eomances, (Lyhiifs I^lse&mtiSj ii. 401,) will probahly render this unnecessary. 

(leeo.) 



PRKTACK. 



Vfi 



Would that W6 knew as much of Adam of Cobsam as of 
our White-Eose ting. He must have been one of the Chaucer 
breedj^ but more than thia poem tells of hiin I cannot learn. 

3j Bt George's Square, N. TF., 
23 November, 1865. 

r*S. — ^Ther© are other Poema ahout Edward lY. in tha volmno, 
which will he printed Beparateiy.^ One on Women is given at the 
end of the present teait. 



PRS. 1869,— Mr 0, H. Pearson, the historian of the 
Early and Middle Ag'es of England^ has supplied me with the 
immediate original of thia story. He says : 

"The Wnghfa Chaste Wife is a reprodiictlon of one of the 
Gesta Momanorum, cap. 69, de Castitate, ©d. Keller, The Latin 
stoty begins * Gallus regnavit pmdena valde.' Tlie Carpenter gets a 
shirt with his wifej which is never to want washing unless one of 
th*jm is unfaithful The lovers are three Knights {militm)^ and they 
are merely tept on bread and water, not made to work ^ nor is any 
wife introduced to see her lord's diaconifilure. The English Yereionj 
therefore, is much quainter and fuller of incident than its original. 
But the * morality' of the Latin Story is rich beyond description* 

* The wife is holy Mother Church/ * the Carpenter is the good 
Christian/ * the shirt is our Faith, because, as the apostle says, it is 
im possible to please God without faith/ The Wright's work typifies 

* the building up the pure heart hy the works of mercy.* The three 
Knights are ^ the pride of hfe, the lust of the eyes, and the lust of 
the Eesli/ ' These you must shut np in the chamber of penance till 
you get an eternal reward from the eternal King.* * Let us therefor© 
pray God/ ^c." 

With the Wri^ht^s Chaste Wife may also bo compared 
the stories mentioned in tho NoteSj p. 20^ and tho Ballad 
"The Fryer well fitted ; or 

^ Chaucer brings off hi a Carpenter, thongli, triwnphatit, and not with the 
iwfved wife and broken arm that he gives his befooled Oxford craftsman 
iQ TU MiUetrs Tats. (1869.) 

^ In Politieal^ BslUjiotts, aftd Lore Poems ^ E. E. Test Soc., 18G7. 



vm 



PREFACE. 



A Pretty jest that once bofel, 

How a maid put a Fryer to cool in the well " 

planted "in the Bagford Collection f in the Roxburglie (ii. 
172); the Pepys (iii, 145)] the Douce (p, 85) ; and in Wit 
and Mirth, an Antidote to Melanchohj, 8vo, 1682 ^ also> in an 
altered fonnj in Pilla to pnrg© Melajicholy, 1707, i. 340; or 
1719, iii. 325"; and tlie tune of wbich^ with an abstract of the 
B toryj is given in Ch appell^ s Fapular Music , i . 2 7 3 -5 . Th e Fria v 
makoa love to the Maid j she refuses him for fear of hell -fire* 

Tuah, quoth the Friar, thou needst not douht ; 
If thou wert in Hell, I could sing thee out. 

So she consents if he ^11 bring her an angel of money. He 
goes home to fetch it, and she cov^ers the well over with a 
cloth. When he comes back, and bag given her the money, 
she pretends that her father is coming, tolls the Friar to ran 
behind the cloth, and down he flops into the well. She won't 
help him at firstj because if he could sing her out of hell, he 
can clearly sing himself out of the well ; but at last she does 
help him ont^ keeps his money because he ^s dirtied the water, 
and sends him home dripping along the street like a new- 
washed sheep. * 



THE WEIGHT'S CHASTE WIFE. 

[MS. Lambeth 306, leaves 178-187.] 



Attmyghty god, maker of allc, 
Saue you my souereyns in towre & halle, 
3 And send you good grace ! 
If ye wyfl* a stounde blynne. 
Of a story I wyfl* begynne, 
6 And telle you att the cas, 
Meny farleyes fat I haue herde, 
Ye would haue wondyr how yt ferde ; 
9 Lystyn, and ye schafl: here ; 
Of a wryght I wyfl: you telle. 
That some tyme in thys land gan dwelle, 

12 And lyued by hys myster. 

Whether that he were yn or owte, 
Of erthely man hadde he no dowte, 

15 To werke hows, harowe, nor plowgh, 
Or other werkes, what so they were, 
Thous wrought he bem farre and nere, 

18 And dyd tham wele I-nough. 
Thys wryght would wedde no wyfe, 
Butt yn yougeth to lede hys lyfe 

21 In myrthe and ofer melody ; 
Oner att where he gan wende, 
Att they seyd " welcome, frende, 

24 Sytt downe, and do gla[d]ly." 



My Boverdgna^ 



I wlU toll you « 
tale 



of a Wright 
of this land. 



who, at work, was 
aflrald of no 
earthly man. 



At first he would 
wed no wife, 

[leaf 178, hack] 

for wherever he 
went he was 
welcome ; 



^^^H 2 THB WRIGa^Iu^^Sv^AK^SSSS^^^^^^^^^H 


^^^H bi«itlii|te 




T^D: oa a tjmo he was wyll^'ngf ^^^^| 


^^^^K^^ wIdMi 




As tymQ eomyth of alU th^iig, ^^^H 




27 


(So seyth the p7Y?fesye^) ^^^H 


^^^^^^H^ IttlmTft atpoiiH 




A wjfe for to wedde 4' haue ^^^H 






That mjght hys g«>odes kepe and saue» ^^^^| 




30 


Aiid for to leue att foly> ^^^^| 


^^^^^^H A widow near hml 




Ther dwelljd a wjdow& in ^at contra ^^^H 


^^^^^H % Mt (1»a£bidr 




That h{idde a doughter fey re ^ fm; ^^^H 




33 


Of her, word sprang wyde, ^^^H 


^^^^^^H Imfr mid 




For Bche waa bothe stabyfl' & trewo, ^^^H 


^^^^^H iiifi»k. 




Make of nmners, and foyr' of hewe ; ^^^^| 




36 


So seyd men in that tj^de, ^^^^| 
The wryght seyde, '^ m god me saue^ ^^^| 


^^^^m Htr th9 wri^ht 
^^^^H wnuld like Ui lift 


39 


Such a wyfe would I haue ^^^H 

To lye iiyghtly by my syda'' ^^^^| 

He (nought to spL'ke wyth |»at may^ ^^^H 




42 


And rose erly on a daye ^^^H 

And )?ydcr gan he to ryde, ^^^H 

The wTyght wiie welcome to f^e w^fe, ^^^H 

Aiid her saluyd tJkH so blyro, ^^^^| 




45 


And 30 ho dyd hi^i dough tar fre i ^^^H 


^^^^^^H mild proponeit fur 
^^^^^H maiden. 




For the erand th^it he far caif} ^^^^| 
Tho ho spake, |>at good yemaii^ ; ^^^^| 




48 


Than to hym seyd sche : ^^^^| 


^^^^^H ^e mo^CT tnya 




The wydowe eeyd, ** by heuen kyng, ^^^^| 


^^^^^^H alio cTon QiUy 
^^^^^H give bim iMt VL 




I may gene wyth her no }?iiig, ^^^^| 


^^^^^H portloD 


51 


(And ])at forthynketh me ;) ^^^H 


^^^^^H ftgiirlud 




Bane a garlond I wyti the geiie, ^^^^| 
Ye schatt neue^ see, whyle ye lyve, ^^^^| 




54 


l^one such in thyn oontre : ^^^| 


^ «ffm« 




Haue here thy a garlond of roies ryche^ ^^^^| 
In att thys lond ys none yt lyche, ^^^H 


^^^^H tluA Hill kj«rp ito 


57 


For ytt vvy!t euer be uewe, ^H 


^^^^P n«n79j 




Wete Jjou welo wit//owtyn fable j ^H 


^^^^1 Willie ii 




An* the whylo thy wyfo ya stable ^^^H 


CO 


The cliaplctt wollo liold howe ^ ^^^H 



HE RECEIVES A ROSE GARLAE7D WITH HIS WIFE. 



And yf thy ^vyfe vse putry, 
Or tolle eny man to lye her by, 

63 Than wolle yt change hewe, 
And by the garlond Jou may see, 
Fekylt or fals yf fat sche be, 

66 Or ellys yf sche be trewe." 

Of thys chaplett hym was futt fayne. 
And of hys wyfe, was nott to layne ; 

69 He weddyd her futt sone. 

And ladde her home wyth solempnite, 
And hyld her brydatt dayes thre. 

72 Whan they home come, 
Thys wryght in hys hart cast. 
If that he walkyd est or west 

75 As he was wonte to done, 

" My wyfe fat ys so bryght of ble. 
Men wolle desyre hei^ fro me, 

78 And fat hastly and sone ; " 
Butt sone he hym by})ought 
That a chambyr schuld be wrought 

81 Bothe of lyme and stone, 

Wyth wallys strong as eny stele. 
And dorres sotylly made and wele, 

84 He owte framyd yt sone ; 
The chambyr he lett make fast, 
Wyth plaster of parys fat wytt last,, 

87 Such ous know I neuer none ; 
Thor ys [ne] kyng ne empe?'oure, 
And he were lockyn in fat towre, 

90 That cowde gete owte of fat wonne. 
Nowe hath he done as he fought, 
And in the myddes of the flore wrought 

93 A wondyr strange gyle, 
A trapdoure rounde abowte 
That no man myght come yn nor owte j 

96 It was made wyth a wyle. 



bat ehM»9» vhan 
she is fiOtiUMt. 



The Wright is 
delighted with his 
garland and wifo, 

marries her 
and takes her 
home; 



and then begins 
to think that 
when he is out at 
work 

men will try to 
corrupt his wife. 



So he plans a 
crafty room and 
tower. 



and builds tt soon 
with plaster of 
Paris, 



which n« one 
could ever get out 
of if he once got 
into it, 



for there was a 
trapdoor in the 
middle, 

[leaf 179, back] 



^^^^4 THE WRIGHTGOEST^WOHK^iSl^SAVBa HTS VtFB AT HOMH, ^^^^^^B 


^^m uicl it Any Ptio 




That who-so touchyd jt eny thyng, ^^M 


^^H only t^udiod St^ 
^^H d0irn tj«'4dC go into 




In to )7G pytt he schuld flyng ^^^^M 


^H spit 


99 


Wythyn a Ijtylt wliyle. "^^^^1 


^^1 Tlik WM td vtiop 
^H «nr trfeki wiih 




For hja wyfo he made that place^ ^^^H 
That no maa achuld beseke her of grace, ^^^H 




102 


Nor her to bcigyle. ^^^H 


^^^Htown Lord 




Ej fat tyme }je lord of the townc ^^^H 
Hadde ordejnyd tymbyr redy bownej ^^^H 




105 


An halle to make of tre. ^^^^| 


^ sen (la Tor htm to 




After the wryght the lord lett sen fie, ^^^H 


^H buLUI 4 H&U, 




For Jjat he schiild wyLh bym lende ^^^H 


^^H (fi J Db Tor twc vr 


108 


Monythya two or thre. ^^^H 


^^H throe inontli^] 




The lord aoyd, " woult f on haue fi wyfe ? ^^^^ 


^^1 uhI crfTen to 
^H f«tch i)l« wifb too. 


111 


I wyll send after her bly vo ^^^H 

That sche may com to the." ^H 

The wryght hys garlond hadde take wijih hyiif, ^H 

That was bryght and no Jjing dymme, ^H 




114 


Yt wes feyre on to see. ^H 


^^H Ha Btxs the 




The lord axyd hym as he aatt, ^H 


^^H tma atka wlmt It 




^^ Felowe, where badyst fou fis hatte ^H 


^^M meam. 


117 


That ya so feyre and no wo 'i " ^H 
The wryght answerd aft so bljue, ^H 


^^^^•» Sir, it win 




And seyd^ ^^ bjt, I hadde yt w^th my wyfe, ^^^^| 




120 


And l^at dare me neuei^ re we ; ^^^^| 


^^H tell fnc witotlitr 




Syr, by my garlond I may see ^H 


^^H or true], 




Fekylt or fak y£ J?at scho be, ^| 


^H P MS, q/] 


123 


Or^ yf Jint sche be trowe ; ^H 


^^H qnd will chanf^s 




And yf my wyfe lone a paramonre, ^H 


^^^1 Iti colour If alia 




Than wytl mj garlond vade eolouro, ^^ 




126 


And change wyti: yt the ha we/' ^H 
The lord fought " hj godya myght^ ^^^^H 


^V *" ini try tha V 
^^H thhika Urn Lnni 




That wyJt I wete thys same nyght ^^^H 


^^^^^^B lllllkllli[^ lr44V' v-K^J+^l^ 


129 


Whetlier thy a tale bo trewe," ^^^H 


^^^^^»T|fr)it'>i Wife. 




To the wiygbtys howse anon he went, ^^^B 
He fonde the wyfe ther-in presente ^^^^| 



THE LORD BRIBES THE WRIGHT S WIFE TO LIE WITH HIM. 



132 That was so bryght and schene ; 

Sone he hayled her trewly, 

And so dyd sche the lord curtesly : 
135 Sche seyd, " welcome ye be ; " 

Thus seyd the wyfe of the hows, 

" Syr, howe faryth my swete spouse 
138 Thathewyth ypponyoui^tre?" 

" Sertes, dame," he seyd, " wele. 

And I am come, so haue I hele, 
141 To wete the wylle of the ; 

My loue ys so vppon the cast 

That me thynketh my hert wolle brest, 
144 It woUe none otherwyse be ; 

Good dame, graunt me thy grace 

To pley with the in some preuy place 
147 For gold and eke for fee." 

" Good syr, lett be youre fare, 

And of such wordes speke no mare 
150 For hys loue fat dyed on tre ; 

Hadde we onys begonne fat gle, 

My husbond by his garlond myght see ; 
153 For sorowe he would wexe woode." 

" Certes, dame," he seyd, " naye ; 

Loue me, I pray you, in fat ye maye ; 
156 For godys loue change thy mode, 

Forty marke schalt be youre mede 

Of syluer and of gold[e] rede, 
159 And that schafl* do the good." 

" Syr, that deede schafl* be done ; 

Take me that mony here anone." 
162 "I swere by the holy rode 

I thought when I cam hyddei* 

For to bryngi yt alt to-gyddei^, t' orhyng. ?ms.i 
165 As I mott broke my heele." 

Ther sche toke xl marke 

Of syluer and gold styff and sterko ; 



Deaf 180] 



She asks after her 
husband, 

but the Lord 



declares his own 
love for her. 



and prays her to 
fi^rant him hin 
will. 



She entreats him 
to let that be. 



but be presses 
her. 



and offers her 
40 marks. 



On this she con- 
sents if hell put 
down the money. 



The 40 marks she 
takes. 



^H t THE LORD IS DBOPPBD TBTttiVOn i. tlUrDOOB, ^^^^^^H 


^H 


168 


Sclio toke yt fey re and welle ; ^^^H 


^^^^^ ind lelle htm to 




Bche seyd^ '^ in to tho olmmbyr wy}): we, ^^^^^| 


^^1 into the eccxtt 


171 


Th^r no man scliatt ys see ; ^^^^^1 
^0 lenger wylt we spare/* ^^^H 


^^H Ufuloin ba |fo«, 




Yp the steyer they gan^ hy© : ^^^H 
The etepe^ were mrtrle bo queyntly ^^^H 


^^^h 


174 


Thnt farther myght he nott fare. ^^^H 


^^^^Hptiisi1}|«ii 




TliG lord Btiimb;\'llyd as he went in hast, ^^^^1 




177 


He feft dDune in to ]7at chaste ^^^H 

Forty fote find somedeie more. ^^^H 

The lord began to ofyB ; ^^^^1 

The wjfe seyd to hym in hye, ^^^H 


^^^P 


180 


" Syt; what do yo there ? '^ ^^^H 


^^V He pm^ tba 




^^ DamG; T ean nott seye howe ^H 
That I am come hydder nowe ^^^H 


^^^^^^^H^^r 


183 


To Ihys hows jjat ys ao newe ; ^^^^| 
I am so depe in thye nure floro ^^M 
That I ne can come owte att no dore ; ^H 


^^H (ffKiii duite kt 


186 


Good dame, on nie foii re we 1 " ^H 


^^H IkiLve pity on hLm. 
^^^1 ** T^iijt*' aayfl ebe, 
^^H '' not till tdy litLM- 
^^H band bcca jfou." 




*' Nay," sche seyd, " so mnt y the, ^^^B 
Tylt myne huBbond come and se, ^^^^M 


^1 


189 


I Bcbrewe hym f^at yt j^onght." ^^^^| 


^^H Tb« Lata Ma to 
^^H K^t outp but isui% 




Tlie lord arose and lokyd abowte ^^^^H 
K he myght eny where gete owto, ^^^^^| 


m^ 


192 


Eutt yt bolpe hyiS ryght nogtit^ ^^^^| 
The wallye were so thy eke wt/tAyn), ^^^H 
That he no where myght owte wyim^ ^^^H 


^ 


195 


But heipe to hj^ were hrought ; ^^^^| 


^^^B and tlien 




And eu^ the lord made euylt chere^ ^^^B 
And aeyd, *' dame, fon schalt by thye dere>" ^H 


^m 


1Q8 


Bche aeyd that sche ne rougtit i ^H 


^^H IjUt H^O ^eWBTl't 




Sche seyd ** I recke nere ^B 


^^H rai% Tor tbbt, 




Whyle I am here and fou art there, ^^^B 


V 


201 


I schrewe herre pat pB doth drede." ^^^^^ 
The lord was eona owte of her |fOttghtf ^^^^M 






The wyfti went in to her lofte^ ^^^H 



AND HAS TO BEAT FLAX TO EARN HIS DINlSrEB. 



204 Sche satte and dyd her dede. 

Than yt fett on pat ofer daye, 

Of mete and diynke he gan her pray, 
207 There of he hadde gret nede. 

He seyd, " dame, for seynt chary te, 

Wyth some mete pou comfort me." 
210 Sche seyd, " nay, so god me spede. 

For I swere by swete seynt lohne, 

Mete ne drynke ne getyst ]?ou none 
213 Butt J)ou wylt swete or swynke ; 

For I haue both hempe and lyne, 

And a betyngstocke fult fyne, 
216 And a swyngytt good and grete ; 

If pou wylt worke, tell me sone." 

" Dame, bryng yt forthe, yt schatt be done, 
219 Futt gladly would I ete." 

Sche toke the stocke in her honde. 

And in to the pytt sche yt sclang 
222 Wyth a grete hete : 

Sche brought the lyne and hempe on her backe, 

" Syr lord," sche seyd, " haue pou pat, 
225 And leme for to swete." 

Ther sche toke hym a bonde 

For to occupy hys honde, 
228 And bade hym fast on to bete. 

He leyd yt downe on the* stone, o ? ms. this.] 

And leyd on strockes wett good wone, 
231 And sparyd nott on to leyne. 

Whan pat he hadde wrought a thraue. 

Mete and drynke he gan to craue, 
234 And would haue hadde yt fayne ; 

" That* I hadde somewhat for to etc 

"Now after my gret swete ; 
237 Me thynketh yt were ryght. 

For I haue labouryd nyght and daye 

The for to plese, dame, I saye, 
240 And therto putt my myght." 



Next day the 
Lord bege for 
food. 



[leaf 181] 



** You'll get none 
from me 



unless you sweat 
for it," says she ; 
" spin me some 
flax.'» 



He says be will : 



she throws him 
the tods. 



the flax and hemi< 

and says, ** Work 
away." 



He does, 
lays on well. 



and then asks for 
his food. 



for he^s toiled 
night and day. 



S THE BTEWAnD BESOLTIS TO f fiKTT THE WEIOirr'g WtF£. ^^H 


The wire 




Thc] wyfe sejd " eo mutt I baue hele, ^^^| 
And yf yi worke be wrought wele ^^H 




243 


Tliou sehalt haue to dyiie." ^^H 


Didiil and dzink 
[leaf 1«1, hirkj 
and mnr? flajc. 


246 


Mete and diynke sche hym bare, ^^^| 

Wyth a thmfe of £ei£: tuaro ^^^| 

Of fult long boundyn lyne. ^^^| 

So feyi^ the wyfe the lord gan praje ^^H 


«.rt(l kMpfl him vp 
%o hln work. 


249 


Thfit he schuld be wcrkyng aye, ^^^| 

And nought l^at he schuld blyime j ^^H 

The lord wae fa}Tie to werke tho^ ^^H 

Butt hys men knewe nott of hys woo ^^^1 




252 


Nor of })er lordes pyne. ^^H 


Tlie Steward uks 




The stuard to pe wryght gan sayc, ^^^^| 






** Sawe f ou owte of my lord to-day e, ^^^^| 


H 


255 


Wliether that he ys wendc 1 " ^^M 
The wryght answerde and seyd '' nayo ; ^^H 
I sawe hym nott syth yesterdaye ; ^^H 


^^^^r 


258 


I trowe ^at he he schent" ^^^^ 


^^^^H then notto« tli« 




The stuard etode fe vvryght by, 


^^^^H gailfmdi 




And of hys garlond hadde ferly 


^^1 


261 


What fat yt he-mente. 


^^^^^1 and Bflke wha 
^^^^^B ]^ve It hinu 




The stuard seyd, '* m god me sane. 
Of thy garlond wondyr I hane. 


^H 


2G4 


And who yt hath the sent>" 


^^^1 '' U wUl bdt 
^^^^H Rie whethi^r my 




" Syr/' he seyd, " be the same hatte 
J can knowe yf my wyfe be badde 


H 


267 


To me by eny other man) j 
If my flouros ouf er fade or faUOj 
Then doth my wyfe me wrong wyth-alk, 


^^^^^ 


270 


As many a woman can)." 


^^^^B ^' I'll pmv& ih&t 
^^^^^1 Hd^'B thd Qlewiird, 




The stuard Jjought " by godea myght. 
That schatt I preue thys same Kyght 


^^1 


273 


Whether Jjou blys or banne/' 


^^^^H EqU plenty of 




And in to by a chambyr he gan gone. 






And toke treeurc futt good wone, 


r. 







AND THINKS HE HAS SUCCEEDED SO WELL. 



276 And forth lie spedde hem than). 
Butt he ne stynt att no stone 
Tytt he vn-to fe wryghtes hows come 

279 That ylke same nyght. 

He mett the wyfe amydde the gate, 
Abbwte fe necke he gan her take, 

282 And seyd " my dere wyght, 
Alt the good fat ys myne 
I wytt the geue to be thyne 

285 To lye by the att nyght." 

Sche seyd, " syr, lett be thy fare. 

My husbond wolle wete wyth-owtyn) mare 

288 And I hym dyd that vniyght ; 
I would nott he myght yt wete 
For att the good that I myght gete, 

291 So Ihesus^ mutt me spede 
For, and eny man lay me by. 
My husbond would yt wete truly, 

294 It ys wythowtyn eny drede." 

The stuard seyd " for hym fat ys wrought, 
There-of, dame, drede the noght 

297 Wyth me to do that dede ; 
E!aue here of. me xx marke 
Of gold and syluer styf and starke, 

300 Thys tresoure schatt be thy mede." 
" Syr, and I graunt fat to you, 
Lett no man wete butf we two nowe." 

303 He seyd, " nay, wythowtyn drede." 
The stuard fought, * sykerly 
Women beth both queynte & slye.' 

306 The mony he gan her bede ; 

He fought wele to haue be spedde. 
And of his erand he was onredde 

309 Or he were fro hem^ I-gone. 
Vp the sterys sche hym leyde 

» MS. inc 



to the Wright's 
house, 



takes her round 

the neck, 

and oSen her all 

[leaf 182] 

he has, to lie l^ 
her that night. 



Shereftises, 



as her husband 
would be sure to 
know of it. 



The steward 
urges her again, 



and offers her 20 
marks. 



She says, "Then 
don't tell any 
one," 



takes his money. 



sends him up the 
quaint stairs, 



^^^^V" 


V W.B.B'V 


Tjft he SAW the wijghtes bodde : ^^^^^| 


^^^^^^^^^^^ 


ai2 


Of tresonre ^ughl be none ; ^^^^| 






He went and etumbl jd att a Btone ; ^^^H 
Xa to ]>e seller* he fjUe sone, ^^^H 


^^^^K 


315 


Downe to the tmi^e flore. ^^^H 






The Ion! sejd *' what deujt art poh t ^^H 
And foM hadest falle on me nowe, ^^^H 


^^^^H 


ais 


Thowe hadesft hmt me fuH sor&" ^^^H 


^^^^^^ 0«^jei,bft^] 




The stnard stBft and staiyd abowte ^^^H 




321 


If he myght ower gete owte ^^^^^ 

Att hole lease or mar& ^^^H 

The loid sejd, '* ireleoniei and sytt be tyme^ ^^^B 

For |;ou schalt helpe to dyght th js lyne ^^^^H 


^P 


324 


For att thy feT3[e] fai^." ^^H 
The stua^ lokyd on the knygHt, ^^^| 


^^^^^H bii Lctfd k then. 


32 r 


Ho eeyd, ** Bjr, for godes myght, ^^^H 

My lortlj what do yon here \ " ^H 

He sejd *' felowe, wyih-owtyn oth, ^H 


^^^^^^^^^ ** We bolh earn* 




For Q eraud we come bothe^ ^^^^^H 




330 


The solhe wolle I nott lete.'' ^^^^| 






Tho cam the wyfe them vn-to, ^^^^| 

And B6yd, ** syre^^ what do you to, ^^^H 


^^^1 


333 


Wytt ye nott leme to swete 1 ^* ^^^^M 


^^^^^H the Lord BRya, 




Than aejd ))e lord her vn-to, ^^^H 


^^^^^^H ** Yoar Am Li 




* Dame, yont' lyne ys I-doo, ^^^H 




336 


Kowe would I fa^me ete : ^^^^| 
And I haue made yt att I-lyke, ^^^H 
Futt dere, and no flag thycke, ^^^^| 


^^^^^ 


339 


Me thynketh yt gret paync/' ^^^H 


^^^^^H tf Le ever «|«ti ool 




Tb& staatd aoyd " w3iih-owtyn dowte, ^^^H 
And euer I may wynn^ owte^ ^^^| 


^^^^^^^^^ iter aliilL 


342 


I wytt breke her brayne.*' ^^H 


^^^^^^H 




** Felowe;, kU be, and Bey nott S0| ^^^| 


^^^^^^^^^V 




1' r^ ^cm aclmlt worke or en&r ^ou goo, *^^^l 


^^^^^^^^^ 




Mteagayne, ^^H 




■ 





BUT IS PROUD, AND WILL NOT WORK FOB HIS DINNER. 11 

348 As a man buxome and bayne 

Thowe schalt rubbe, rele, and spynne, and uniew h« 

rube and reels. 

And J)ou wolt eny mete wynne, he'u get no meat. 

351 That I gene to god a gyfte." 

The stuard seyd, " then haue I wondyr j " rii die for 

hunger first, 

Eather wonld I dy for hungyr unhouseied." 

354 Wyth-owte hosytt or shiyffce." *""'* 

The lord seyd, " so haue I hele, 

Thowe wylt worke, yf ]?ou hungyr welle, [leaf iss] 

357 What worke fat the be brought." 

The lord satt and dyd hys werke, The Lord 

The stuard drewe in to the derke, ^ *''*^' 

360 Gret sorowe was in hys fought. 

The lord seyd, " dame, here ys youre lyne, 

Haue yt in godes blessyng and myne, 
363 I hold yt welle I-wrought." 

Mete and drynke sche gaue hym yn), and gets ids 

" The stuard," sche seyd, " wolle he nott spynne, 
366 Wytt he do ryght noght ? " 

The lord seyd, " by swete sen lone, 

Of thys mete schatt he haue none None of it wui he 

369 That ye haue me hydder brought." Ste^wcJ * 

The lord ete and dranke fast, bat eats it au up. 

The stuard hungeryd att f e last, 
372 For he gaue hym nought. 

The stuard satt all: in a stody, 

Hys lord hadde forgote curtesy : 
375 Tho * seyd f e stuard, " geue me solne.'* t' ms. The] 

The lord seyd, " sorowe haue f ^ morselt or sope 

That schall: come in thy throte ! and won't give > 

him one crumb : 

378 Nott so much as o crome ! 

Butt f ou wylt helpe to dyght f is lyne^ let him work and 

Much hungyr yt schalt be thyne htolewT ^ 

381 Though f ou make much mone." 

Yp he rose, and went therto, The steward 

" Better ys me f us to doo 
384 Whyle yt must nedys be do." 



^ ^SM BTEWABD 11 OBLtGEp TO WOBK AFTER XLL, ^^^^^^^^^M 


^H flfllEBi fbr work ; 




Tho etuard beg^iii fast to knocke^ ^^^^^^^^| 
The wyfe f rew k^TU a swyngelyng stocke, ^^^^^H 


I 


387 


Hye racte f erwytli to wyri) ; ^^^M 
Sch© liTought a swyngylt att pQ laat, ^^t 
*^ Good syres," eclie ^jd^ " s^vyiigylle on fast ; ^M 


H 


390 


For no f ing that ye blynne." ^M 
Sche gaue hym^ a stocke to eytt vppon), ^M 
And eeyd " syres, fb werke must Eedys be done^ ^| 


^^^^F 


393 


Ait that that ya here yi^*" ^M 


rUnflSapbickl 




The stiiard toke vp a stycko to saye, ^M 


B and itewuTd nu^ 




" Sey, seye, awyngyft bett^ yf ye maj, ^| 


H IfOfd ire bcith 


396 


Hytt wytt be the hotter to spynne." ^M 
Were J?o lord neuer so gret^ ^| 


to eiyii their 
dLim«r, 

L 


399 


yet was he fayne to werke for hys mete ^M 

Though he were nou'jr so eadde } ^M 

Butt pQ etiiard )>at was so stowde, ^M 

Was fayne to swyngelle J?e scales owte, ^M 


r 


402 


Ther-of he was nott glad. ^M 


V while tb« Lord's 
people cannot 
Umkeaot whattiiiB 

H become orhlm. 

Then tiie Proctor 


405 


The lordys meyne fat were att home ^M 

Wyst nott where he was bycomft, ^M 

They were futt sore adrad, ^M 




The proctoure of pe parysche chyrche ryght II 
Came and lokyd on Jje uryght, II 


I 


408 


He lokyd as he vrare madde ; ll 
Fast fe proctoure gan hym frayne, || 


and aaka wh&f'e 
hie KDt hiB i^ar- 

I""""- 


411 


" Where hadest Jjoa fis garlond gayne ? II 

It ys euer lyke newe." "1 

The wryght gan say " felowe, 1 


1 "With my wifu; 




Wyth my wyfe, yf Jjou wylt know© ; 1 


1 


414 


That dare me nott lewe ; 1 


W And wMle flhe Ib 




Por att the whyle my wyfe trew ys, fl 


true it will 
never fadcj 




My garlond woUe kold he we I-wys, ' 




417 


And nener falle nor fade ; , 


_ bat If Bha'a false 




And yf my wyfe take a paramoure, i 
Than wolle my garlond yade f e Houre, 


L 


420 


That dare I ley myne hedo/' 



THE PROCTOR TEMPTS THE WIPE, AND IS TRAPDOORED. 



13 



The proctoure pouglit, " in good faye 
That schatt I wete thys same daye 

423 Whether yt may so be." 

To the wryghtes hows he went, 

He grete fe wyfe wyth feyre entente, 

426 Sche seyd "syr, welcome be ya" 
" A ! dame, my loue ys on you fast 
Syth the tyme I sawe you last ; 

429 I pray you yt may so be 

That ye would graunt me of youi* grace 
To play wytA you in some pnuy place, 

432 Or ellys to deth mutt me." 
Fast J>e proctoure gan to pray, 
And euer to hyi8 sche seyd " naye, 

435 That wolle I nott doo. 

Hadest fou done pat dede ^y\h me, 
My spouse by hys garlond myght see, 

438 That schuld torne me to woo." 

The proctoure seyd, " by heuen kyng, 
If he sey to the any fing 

441 He schatt haue sorowe vn-sowte ; 
Twenty marke I wolle fe geue, 
It wolle pe helpe welle to lyue, 

444 The mony here haue I brought." 
l^owe hath sche the tresure tane. 
And vp fe steyre be they gane, 

447 (What helpyth yt to lye ?) 

The wyfe went the steyre be-syde. 
The proctoure went a lytytt to wyde 

450 He fett downe by and by. 
Whan he in to fe seller felle, 
He wente to haue sonke in to helle, 

453 He was in hart futt sory. 

The stuard lokyd on the knyght. 
And seyd "proctoure, for godes myght^ 

456 Come and sytt vs by." 

The proctoure began to stare, 



The proctor 
thinks he'll 
test this. 



goes to the 
Wright's wife 



and declares his 
love for her; 



he must have her 
or die. 

[leaf 184] 



She says nay. 



as her hoshand 
will know of it 
by his garland. 



The proctor 



offers her 20 
marks. 



These she takes; 
they go upstairs. 



and the proctor 
tumbles into the 
cellar, 



and thinks he is 
going to hell. 



The steward 
asks him to 
sit down; 



^H 14 THU PfiOCiTOB 


; ^AN*T MAKE OUT WHlIRS HE HAS C70T T0« ^^^| 


^^^■^^ whore he K 


459 


For he was he wyst neuer wkai^ ^^^H 

Butt wele he knewe y^ knyght ^^^^| 

And the stuard ]>at s^v^oig^^lyd })e lyne. ^^^H 


^^H but MkB wtuit 




He QGjd ** syrea, for godes pyn% ^^^H 


^^^^^H (tic uirT^ piiu 
^^H BletrRTd Are 


4G2 


What do ye here thja nyght 1 '' ^^^| 


^^H itflfir tViere^ 




The stuard seyd, ^' god geuo the care, ^^^H 
Thow& eamyst to loke howo we fare, ^^^| 




465 


Kowe helpe f ia lyne wore dyght** ^^| 
He etode etytt in a gtet ]?ought> ^^^^i 
What to axLswer he wyat noght r ^^^^| 




468 


" By mary fuft of myght/^ ^^^H 


^H vir9*Bdu^ 




The proctoure seyd, " what do ye in f is yne ^^^H 
For to hete thys wyfees lyne 1 ^^^^H 


^H LiBiiria4,iwdEj 


471 


For Jhe^tis lone^ Wvl^ of myght,'^ ^^^^^^| 
The proctoure seyd ryght aa he f ougHt, ^^^^| 


^^1 lie, tUtpnictcir^ 




'* For me yt achalt he euytt wrought ^^^^| 


^^^H will never do 






^H tU like. 


474 


And I may see aryght, ^^^ 


^^H t£'i not bit truk. 




For I lemyd neu^r in lond ^^^H 
For to haue a Bwyngett in hond ^^^^^H 




477 


By day nor be nyghf ^^^^^1 


^^F fbt ilvirvzd i^ji, 




The stuard seyd, ^^ as good as ]}ou ^^^H 


^^^H oa yatiy mid j^et 




Wo hold vs that be here no we, ^^^H 




480 


And latt pi«ue yt be syght ; ^^ 


^^^1 hnv'g ta wnrk fn-r 




Yet must va worke for owre mete, ^H 


^^H our food." 




Or ellya schatt we none gete, ^^^| 




483 


Mete nor drjmke to owre honde.^' ^^^^| 


^^H Tha Lord Ba]Fi|, 




The lord seyd, " why flyte ye two 1 ^^^^| 


^^^1 " And ^Da^LL have 
^^H to work ere 




I trowe ye wylt werke or ye goo, ^^^^| 


^^^^^ jon BO," 


486 


Yf yt be as I yndyrstond;' ^^^^^ 
Abowte he goys twyea or thiyes ; ^^^^^H 


^^M Thftj m% tmH 




They ete Ss drunke in such wyse "^^^^^^H 


^^H drinkf md give 
^^H the itFODlot 


489 


That fej gene hym ryght noghi ^^^^^^| 


^^H nolbirtg't 




The proctoure seyd, ^^ thynkc ye no schame, ^^^^| 


^^H to hl6 gre&t 




Yheue me some mete, (ye be to blame J ^^M 


^^^^^^ ^iifftuit, 


492 


Of that the wyfe ye hrougHt/' ^^^H 
The stuard seyd ** euy}!' spede the soppe ^^^^^ 


^^^ 




If eny moTcetf come in thy throte ^^^^| 



HE HAS TO WIND AND SPIN FOB HIS DINNER. 



15 



495 Batt Jjou wyt^ vs hadest wrought." 
The proctoiire stode in a stody 
Whether he myght worke hem by ; 

498 And so to tome hys ]70iight, 
To the lord he drewe nere, 
And to hym seyd wyt^ inyld[e] chere, 

501 " That mary mott the spede ! " 
The proctoure began to knocke, 
The good wyfe rawte hym a rocke, 

504 For therto hadde sche nede ; 

Sche seyd "whan I was mayde att home, 
Other werke cowde I do none 

507 My lyfe ther-wyth to lede." 

Sche gaue hym in hande a rocke hynde, 
And bade hem fast for to wynde 

510 Or ellys to lett be hys dede. 

'* Yes, dame," he seyd, " so haue I hele, 
I schatt yt worke both feyre & welle 

513 As ye haue taute me." ' 

He wauyd vp a strycke of lyne. 
And he span wele and fyne 

516 By-fore the swyngett tre. 

The lord seyd " Jjou spynnest to grete, 
Therfor pou schalt haue no mete, 

519 That Jjou schalt weft see." 
Thus J>ey satt and wrought fast 
Tytt Jje wekedayes were past ; 

522 Then the wryght, home came he, 
And as he cam by hys hows syde 
He herd^ noyse that was nott ryde 

525 Of persons two or thre ; 
One of hem knockyd lyne, 
A-nothyr swyngelyd good and fjme 

528 By-fore the swyngytt tre. 

The thyrde did rele and spynne, 
Mete and.drynke ther-wyth to wynne, 

531 Gret nede ther-of hadde he. 



tUlRtUtSt 



he too knocks for 
work. 



gets a distaff and 
some winding to 
do, 

Deaf 185] 



and spins 
away well. 



Thus tliey all 
sit and work till 
the wright 
comes home. 



As he approaches 

he hears a noise, 

[iPMS.Aonij 



^^^^K 10 Tim WBIQET COMM^ HOME AHD FINDS THM TSREB OULPRITe. 


■ 


^H 




Thus pG wryglit stode berkenyug ; 


^H 


^^^^^H liii wife eamm to 




Hys wjfb was ware of hya comyiig, 


^^H 


^^^^^H meal him. 


534 


And ageyiXBt hym went sche. 
" Damej" he seyd, *^ what ys f is dynne 1 


H 


^^^^^H ha iijkt what 




I here gret noyse here wythynne ; 


^^1 




537 


Tett me, eo god the spede." 


^^H 


^^^^^H trorkmen Uavt 
^^^^^H mmoi to belli 




" Byr/' sche seyd, ** workemen thre 
Be com© to holpe you and me, 


H 


^^^^^H 


540 


Ther-of we haue gret nede j 


^^1 


^^^^^H WbQurtther?" 




Fayme would I wete what they were." 


^^H 


^^^^^H The wiif^hti 




Butt when he sawe hys lord there^ h 


^^^H 


^^^^^H hli Lord. 
^^^^^1 In 


543 


Hys hert hygan to drcde : m 
To see hys lord in fat place, m 
He fought yt was a strange cae. 


■ 


^^^^^H abd aaks haw 


546 


And soydj ** so god hym spede. 


^^H 


^^^^^^^ [leii/18a>,biiek] 




What do ye here, my lord and knyght ] 
Xelt me nowe for godes mygfit 


H 




549 


Howe cam thjs vn-to 1 " 
The knyght scyd '* What ys heat t^h 1 


H 


^^^^^H The LonI bsItb 




Mercy I aske for my mysdede, 


^^^1 


^^^^^^H mercy i ho 
^^^^^H very •orry^ 


552 


My hert ys wondyr wo." ^ 


^^H 


^^^^^H ** So «Liti I/' nayR 
^^^^^H Uut Wright, " ta 
^^^^^^H ee« yon amoQ^ 




** So ys myne^ verament, 1 
To se you among thy a flex and hempe, ■ 


^M 


555 


Futt aone yt mjlh. me ; 


^^^M 


^^^^H 




To ae you in such hevynea, 


^^H 


^^^^H 




Futt sore mjne hert yt doth oppressej 


^^H 


^^^^H 


558 


By god m trinlta'* 


^^1 


^^^^■^ wtfQ to let the 

^^^^^H ** Ko, bother my 

^^^^^H saya the wire, 
^^^^^H ** tufore bia Itidy 


561 


The wryght hade hys wyfe lett hyifi owte, 
" ^ay, fen sorowe come on my anowte 

K they passe hcna to-daye 
Tyfl: that my lady come and aee 


■ 


^^^^^^H wanted to d-o 




Howe fey would haue done wyih me, 


^^H 


^^^^^H 


564 


Eutt nowe late me saye." 


^^H 


^^^^^^H for the diniQ to 




Anon sche sent aftei- the kdy hrygBt 
For to fett home her lord and knyght, 


J 


^^^^^^^^^^H idlu nDin6| 


567 


Therto sche seyd noght ; 


^^H 


■ 




Sche told her what they hadde ment. 


1 



THE LORD'S WIPE SEES HIM IN THE CELLAR. 
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And of ther purpos & ther intente 

570 That they would haue wrought. 
Glad was pat lady of that tydyng ; 
When sche wyst her lord was lyuyng, 

573 Ther-of sche was fuft fayne : 

Whan sche came vn-to pe steyre abouen), 
Sche lokyd vn-to pe seller downe, 

576 And seyd, — pis ys nott to leyne, — 
" Good syres, what doo you here 1 ** 
" Dame, we by owre mete futt dere, 

579 Wyth gret trauayle and peyne ; 
I pray yon helpe pat we were owte, 
And I wytt swere w2/t7e-owtyn dowte 

582 "Neuer to come here agayne." 
The lady spake the wyfe vn-tylle, 
And seyd " dame, yf yt be youre wylle, 

585 What doo thes meyny here ] " 

The carpentarys wyfe her answerd sykerly, 
" Aft they would haue leyne me by ; 

588 Enerych, in ther manere, 

Gold and syluer they me brought, 
And forsoke yt, and would yt noght, 

591 The ryche gyftes so clere. 

Wyllyng pey were to do me schame, 
I toke ther gyftes wyth-owtyn blame, 

594 And ther they be aft thre." 
The lady answerd her anon), 
" I haue thynges to do att home 

697 Mo than two or thre ; 

I wyst my lord newer do ryght noght 
Of no ping pat schuld be wrought, 

600 Such as fallyth to me." 

The lady lawghed and made good game 
Whan they came owte aft in-same 

603 From the swyngyft tre. 

The knyght seyd " felowys in fere, 
I am glad pat we be here, 



and tells her 
what he and his 
companions came 
there for. 
The lady 



looks down into 
the cellar, 
and says, "Good 
sirs, what are 
yon doing P " 

** Earning; our 
meat tali dear : 

help us out, and 
I'll never come 
here again.'* 



The lady asks 
the wife why 
[leaf 186] 
the men are 
there. 

The wife says 
they wanted to 
lie with her, and 
offered her gold 
and eilver ; 



she took their 
gifts, and there 
they are. 

The lady says 
she really wants 
her lord for 
herself^ 



and laughs 
heartily when 
the three 
culprits come out. 

The Lord says. 



^^^H 18 TEM weight's wife RETS THE C^^^^^ffiS^^^^^^^^^H 




606 


By godes dere pyte } ^^^^| 


^^^^^^^1 " Alv 7on*d hATB 




Dame^ and ye hadde bane wytlt vs, ^^^^| 


^^^^^H worlird too if 
^^^^^^H fon"!! been 




Ye woold bane wrougbt^ by swete Ihe^s, ^^^^| 


^^^^^H 


009 


Ab wellQ as dyd we/^ ^^^^| 
And wbeii tiiey cam \'p abouen) ^^^^| 
They tumjd aboiv^te and lokyd downe, ^^^^| 




612 


The lord seyd, ^^ so god saue mc, ^^^^| 


^^^^^H ntvtT bad m.eh 




Yet hadila I Tinner Bneh a fytte ^^^H 


^^^^^^H a turn lit m^ Hfb 
^^^^^H befarcj I mn (ell 




As I bane hadde in ]?at lowe pytte ; ^^^^| 


^^^^^H 


615 


8o mary so mntt me apede." ^^^^| 


^^^^H Tiim the Lord 




The knygbt and thys lady bryght^ ^^^H 






Howe they would home that nyght, ^^^H 




618 


I^OT no thyng they would abyde ; ^^^^| 
And so they went home ; ^^^^| 


^^^^^H u ADurof 




Thy^ seyd Adam of CobsaiS.^ ^^^H 




021 


By the weye as they rode ^^^^| 






Thro we a wode in ther playeng, ^^^^| 
¥or to here the fowlja syng ^^^^| 


^^^^H 


624 


They hovyd sty Me and boda ^^^H 


^^^^^H KDd ih& fltiwikrd 




The stuard eware by godes ore, ^^^^| 






And so dyd the proctoure mueh more, ^^^^| 


^^^^^^H never ga imcV for 


62T 


Tliat neu€r in ther lyfe ^^^^| 


^^^^^H 




Would they no more come in ^ai wornie ^^^^| 
Whan they were onys thens come, ^^^^| 




630 


Thys forty yere and fyve. ^^^^| 


^^^^^H Thelftdy giva 




Of the tresnre that they brought, ^^^H 


^^^^^H Hi] Uii&if mdtie^ to 
^^^^^^H the itnghVm wUb, 




The lady wonld gene hem ryght noghtt ^^^^| 




633 


Butt gaue yt to the wryghtos wyle. ^^^^| 


^^^^^H ThA garlntid li 




Thus the wryghtes garlond was feyre of hewe, ^H 


^^^^^^^B freflh iLS «v£r« 




And bya wyfe botbe good and trewe : ^H 




G36 


There-of was he fult blythe ; ^H 
I take wytnes att gret and smaH, ^^^B 


^^^^^r T^ins tnj@ »r« all 




Thus trewe bene good women aH ^^^H 




639 


That nowe bene on lyve, ^^^H 
So come thiyste on ther hedys ^^^^| 




' Tha letter between the b and & hm hod the lower part ^H 




marked over. But it must mean a Igug/. ^^^^H 



MAT ALL GOOD WIVES GO TO HEAVEN I 

Whan they mombyfl' on ther bedys 
642 Ther pater iwster ryue. 

Here ys wretyn a geste of the wiyght 
That hadde a garlond weft I-dyght, 

645 The coloure wylt neucr fade. 
Now god, )>at ys heuyn kyng, 
Graunt vs afl* hys dere blessyng 

648 Owre hertes for to glade ; 

And afl* tho that doo her husbondys lygfet, 
Pray we to Ihe^u fufl* of myght, 

651 That feyre mott hem byfalle, 

And that they may come to heuen blys, 

For thy dere moderys loue ther-of nott to mys, 

654 AHe good wyues alle. 

Now alle tho that thys tretys hath hard, 
Ihe^u grannt hem, for her reward, 

657 As trew louers to be 

As was the wryght vn-to hys wyfe 
And sche to hym duryng her lyfe. 

660 Amen, for charyte. 

Here endyth the wiyghtes processe trewe 
Wyth hys garlond feyre of hewe 

663 That neuer dyd fade the coloure. 
It was made, by the avyse 
Of hys wywes moder wytty and^ wyse, 

666 Of flourys most of honours. 

Of roses whyte fat wytt nott fade, 
Whych floure att ynglond doth glade, 

669 Wyth trewloues medelyd in sygllt ; 
Vn-to the whych floure I-wys 
The loue of god and of the comenys 

672 Subdued 1 bene of ryght. 

Explicit. 
' May be 9ubd/ied; the word has been corrected. 
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Here then is 
written a tale 
of the Wright and 
his Garland. 

God grant us all 
his blessing^ 



and may all true 
iUthful wives 



come to heaven's 
blis^ 



and be such 

tme lovers as the 

Oeaf 187] 

Wright and his 
wife were. 
Amen I 

Here ends oar 
tale of the 
Garland 



which ^ 

of White Roses, 

the flowers that 
gladden idi 
England, 



and receive fhe 
love of God, and 
of the Com- 
mons too. 
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NOTES. 



The two first of tlie three operatioTi* of flax-dre3»ing described in lines 626— 
529, p. 15, Qjj^ ^f ^^^ ttioekyd lyUB, 

A-nothyr swyngelyd g'ood and fyne 

By-fore the sTsyiig-yH-tre, 
The thyrdo did x^lc uud apynne, 

muBi correspond to the preliminar}' breaking of the plant, and then the scutehin^ or 
beating to sepoxate the coarse tow or hardi from the Care or fine hemp. Except so 
far aa the swindle setved as a heckle, the further h^hling of the flai, to reader the 
fibre fiaer and e leaner, was dispenBcd with, though heekles {iron combs) must ha^e 
been in use when the poem waa written — inaaniuch aa hekek, A^ldare^ hckd^ffi^ and 
hekeltfnffe^ are in the Proraptorima, ah. 1440 \,i>. Under ITaicheU, Handle Holme 
giTfis a dmwing of a heckle. 

The lines through the A'f in the MS. are not, I helieire, marka of contraction. 
There are no insettings of the third lines, or Epaecs on ehangea of subject, in the MS» 

For refer enee to two analogous stories to that of the Poem, I am indebted 
to Mr Thomas Wright. The first is that of Constant Buk^md in the tliird 
volume of Barhaian^ and the seoond that of the Prioress and her three Suitors in 
the Minor Poems of Dan John Lydgate, published by the Percy Soeietyf ed, 
Halliwell, 

In the Barba^an tale "the mfe is Tiolentlv solicited by three suitors, the 
priest, the provost, and the foreater^ who on her refusal persecute her husband. To 
fitop their attacks she g^ives them appointments at her houBe immetliately after one 
another, so that when one is tit ere and stripped for the bath, another conies^ aud, 
pretending it is her hushEind, slie cotiocids them one after another in a lurge tub 
full of feathers, out of vhieh they can see all that is going on in the room. She 
then send a successively for their throe wives to come and t«the with her. tlie hath 
being still in the same room^ and as each is stripped naked in the bath^ she in- 
troduces her own husband, who dishonours them one after another, one d Pmrerset 
with rather aggravating cireum&tancea, and all in view of their three husbands. 
Fin all V the lotti'r are turned out of the house naked, or rather well feathered^ then 
hunted by the whole town and their dogs, well bitten and beaten/* 

(If any one wants to see a justification of the former half of the proverb quoted 

by Eoberd of Brunne, t^ i, ^ t \.^ ^ 

■^ ' rrenche men synne pi iecherye 

And Englys men yn ennye, 

let him read the astounding re^ elation made of the state of tlie early French mind 
by the tales in the 3rd and 4th vols, of Barbazan^s FabHaui, ed, 1808.) 

The second story, told by Lydeate, la as follows : — A prioress is wooed by ** a 
yonng knyght, a parson of a paryehc, and a burges of a borrow," She promisesi 
herself to the first if he will lie for a night in a chapel sewn up in a sheet like a 
corpse ; to the second, if he will perform the funeral service over the knight, and 
bury him ; to the third, if he will dresa up like a devil, and frighten both parson 
and knight This the burges Sir John Joes well, but is himself terrified at the 
corpse getting up : all three run away from one another : the knight falls on a 
stake, and into a snare set for bucks, and breaks hU fore top in falling from the 
tree ; the merchant geta tossed by a buE ; the parson breaks his head and jumps 
into a bramble bush ; and the prioress gets rid of thera all, but not before she has 
made the '* burges " or *' march aunt ' ■ pay her twenty marks not to tell his wife and 
the country generally of his tricks. — Minor Fomm^ p. 107—117, ed. 1840, 
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GLOSSARY. 



And, 89, 292, if. 

Bayne, 348, ready. 

Blynne, 4, cease, stop ; AS. 
bltnnan, 

Blyue, 44, 110, 118, speedily. 
Bonde, 226, a bimd-le; Du. 

bondi, a bavin, a bush of thomes. 
Brayne, 342, scull. 

Broke 165, enjoy. AS. hrucaUy 
Germ, brauchen, H. Coleridge. 

Brydalle, 71, AS. Jrrgd-dly bride 
ale, marriage feast. 

By, 197, buy. 

Chaste, 176, chest, box, pit. 

Dowte, 14, fear. 

Dyght, 323, 379, prepare, dress. 

Fare, 148, 324, going on, wish, 

project. 
Fere, 604, company. 
Flyte, 484, wrangle, quarrel ; 

K^.flU, strife, wrangling. 
Forthynketh, 51, repents, makes 

sorry; k^, for\>encan, to despair. 
Frayne, 409, ask ; AS. fregnan^ 

Goth, Jraihnan, 
Gan, 22, did. 

Geue to God a gyfte, 351, 1 make 
a vow, 1 promise you, 1*11 take my 
oath. 

Hele, 140, salvation. 

Hovyd, 624, halted, stopt. 

Hynde, 608? natty; hende, gentle, 

I-doo, 335, done, finished. 

I-dyght, 644, prepared. 



In-same, 602, together. 
Layne, 68, hide, conceal. 

Lende, 107, stay; IAS. landian, 

to land, or len^ian, to prolong. 
Leyne, 231, lay, beat. 

Lyne, 214, AS. Zm, flax; ?rope, 

246. 
Meyne, 403, household. 
Myster, 12, trade; Fr. mestier, 
0, 329, one. 

Onredde, 308 ; AS. U7irety unrot, 
uncheerful, sorrowful, or unrJd, 
imprudent. 

Ojjre, 205, second. 

Putry, 61, adultery; 0,1^t. piUerie, 

whoring. 
Rawte, 503, reached, gave. 
Eewe, 186, have pity. 

Eocke, 503, 508 ; Du. een Roche, 
Spinrocky A Distaffe, or a Spin- 
rock ; Bocken, To Winde Flaxe or 
Wool upon a Eock (Hexham). 
Dan. rek, O.N. rokkr, G. rocken : 
'' a distaff held in the hand from 
which the thread was spun by 
twirling a ball below. 'What, 
shall a woman with a rokke drive 
thee away P * " Digby Mysteries, 
p. 11 (HaUiwell). "An Instru- 
ment us'd in some Parts for the 
spinning of Flax and Hemp." 
Phillips ; for reeling and spinmng 
(1. 529). 

Eought, 198, AS. rohte, p. of 

recan, to reck, care for. 
Eyde, 524, light, small, AS. 

ffe/yd, levis, aquus. Lye. 



GL0S3AET. 



Kye, 642, 
abundant. 



Du. r^f^ Y^B^ or 



Scaiea, 401 ; t hu&ki,barkj or rindj 

see tA(wea*i in Swyng^^^ below. 
Schent, 258, destroyed ; AS. 

sceadaH. 
Stoiuidej 4r, short time, 
Strjxke, 514, " BtriJc^ uf Flax, ia 

Ks much as Is hcckJcd at one 

Handful/' Phillips. 

S¥V7ngylle, 21G, "Swingle-Staff, 
a Slick to beat Flaic with/' Phil \ 
AS, miHffele^ a whip, lash. " To 
swiftgle, to beat j a Term among 
TlaX'dresscrs," Pblllips. Though 
Handle Holme, Bk, 111^* cL. viii. 
No. XTtxiii*! gives the SmngLi-Tree 
of a Coaeb-Pole (these are made 
of wood, and are fastened by Iron 
books, stables (aiV) chains and 
pinns to the Coach -pole, to the 
which Horses are fastened bj their 
Hnrnish when there is more then 
two to draw the Coach), yet at 
Chap, vi., § iv., p, 235^ col, 1, he 
says J "He bearetli Sable, a ^witmh 
Hand erected, Surmounting of a 
S^i^gh Toot, Or* Tins is a 
Wooden Instrnment made like a 
I'anchionj with an bole cut in the 
top of itj to hold it by : It is used 
for \ he clearing of Hemp and Flax 
from the large broken Stalks or 
* Shoves J by the help of the said 
Smvgk Foot, vihieu it is hnng 
upon, which said Stalks being first 
broken, bruised, and cut into 
shivers by a Brake* 
S. 3, sncli erected in Pesse O. hom 
by Fhiiriotre. 
S. 3, such in Pale A., bom by 

(A drawing is given by Holme^ 

No. 4, on tbe plate opposite p. 

285.) 

" Smmowing is the beatin|T off the 

bruised inward stalk of the Hemp 



or Flas, from the outward pill, 
which as (ji>) the Hemp or Flax, 
p* 106, col 2. 

SpifiMmg is to twist the Plax hairs 
into Yam or Thrid. Redm^ is to 
wind the Yam of the Wheel Spool 
on a Reel," p, 107, Col, 2. 

Take, 161, deliver. 

The, 187, thrive/ 

Tolle, 6^, entice (H. R Gibbs). 

Tre, 105, wood, timber, 

Trewloves, 609, either figures like 
true "lovers* knots, or the imitations 
of the herb or flower Ttueiove, 
winch is given by Coles as Herb 
Ftim (a quatrefod whose leaves 
bear a sort of Likeness to a tme- 
lovers' knot), and in Halliwell as 
om-hnv ,• bnt I cannot find that 
Edward IV, Jiad any such plants 
on his arms or badge. Knots were 
often worn aa badgesj see Ed- 
monston^s Heraldry, Appendix, 
Knots. On the other band, Wille- 
ment (Regal Heraldry) notices that 
the angels attending Eichard 11. 
in the picture at Wilton, had 
collars worked witb white rosea 
and broom -buds ; and tru cloves, if 
a plant be meant by it> may have 
hcen Edward's subs'titute for the 
broom {planla genista). The 
Trewloves be^ one, Ar. on a chev. 
Ha., three cinque foils, or ; the other, 
Ar. on a chev, sa.» a quatrefod of 
the field. 

Yade,! 125, 4 19, fade ^ Dti. vaddmi 
(Hexham)* 

Wone, 275, store, quantity, 

Wonjie, 90, i^m, dwelling, 

Woode, 153, wild, mad. 

Yhoue, 491, give, 

Yougeth, 20, youth, baclidor's 
freedom. 



p ' The use of the flat t?»de (1, 419, p* 12) within 2 lines of the sharp j^e 
(1. 417), corresponds with the flat *Btowrfe,' 1, 400, p. 12, riming with 'Owt«,* 
]. 401, haddt^ with luitte^ h 265-6. Ctfist, hreM, L 142<3, are careless rimes too. 
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WOMEN. 

[Lambeth MS. 306, leaf 135.] 



Women), women), loue of women), 

make baxe purs with some men). 

Some be nyse as a noime bene,* 

4 Jit al tbei be nat soo. 

some be lewde, 

some all be scbrewde ; 

Go schrewes wber thei goo. 

8 Suifi be nyse, and some be fonde. 
And some be tame, y vndirstonde. 
And some cane take brede of a manes hande,^ 
Yit all tbei be nat soo. 
12 [Some be lewde, &c.] 

Some cane part witb-outen bire, peaf iss. i»cki 

And some make bate in eueri dure. 
And some cbeke mate witb ouie Sire, 
16 Yit all tbey be nat so. 
Some be lewde, 
and same be scbreuede, 
go wher tbey goa 

* The Rev. J. B. Lumby first told me of the proverb 'As white as a nun's 
hen,' the nuns being famous, no doubt, for delicate poultry. John Heywood 
has in his Proverbes, 1662 (first printed, 1646), p. 43 of the Spencer Society's 
reprint, 1867, gj^^ ^^^^ thenterteinment of ihe yong men 

All in daliaunoe, at nice at a Nun*t hen. 

The proverb is quoted by Wilson in his Arte of Bhetoriqtiey 1663 (Hazlitt's 
JProverbtf p. 69). 

• For honde. 



^«^^^ 


WOiTES* ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^1 


^B 


Bom be browne^ and some be whit^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 




And iome be tender as a ttiipe. ^^^^^^^^^^H 




And mme of ihejm be chii? ripe, ^^^^^^^| 




Tit all thei be not mo. ^^^^^^H 


^^H 


Stime be lewde, ^^^^^| 




and Bome be echrewede, ^^^^H 




gp wlieT tliey goo. ^^M 




Same of tkej^ be treue of love ^^M 


^^^B 


Beneih ^e gerdeU^ but nat abovej ^^| 




And in a bode aboue caue chove^ ^^| 




Yit all the! do nat 8oo> ^^^^M 




Some be lewde, ^^^^f 


^^^m 


and eonie be scbreuda, ^^^^| 




go wbere tbey goo. ^^^^| 




Borne cane wliieter, Ss aome cane crie, ^^^| 




Boma cane flater^ and Bome ran lye, ^^^^M 


^^H 


And some cane eette fo moke awrioi ^^^^| 




Yit all tbei do nat soo. ^^H 




Sume be lewdoj ^^^ 




and sume be schteued^, ^^| 


^^^B 


go where tbei goOi ^^H 




He tliai made ibis eonge full good, ^^m 




Came of l^e norttl and of f^e eotbern) blode, ^^M 
And BomC'Wliat kyne to Kobyu) Kode, ^^M 




^^H 


Yit all we be nat eoo. ^H 




Some be lewde, ^^M 




and some be ecbreweda, ^^H 




go where they goo. ^^^H 


^^H 


Borne be lewde, some be [ajchrwde, ^^H 




Go where they goo. ^^M 




Explicit ^H 


^™ P.8*— ThiH Poem was printed by Mr H alii well in lifjliquia; Autign^, vol. i,, ^^^ 


p, 248, and 


reprinted by Mr Thomas Wright, at p* 103 of his edition of Songs | 


and Canth for the Percy Society, IS 4 7* As> beaides minor differences, the | 


' reprint boa 


fltflrttt^j, aod the original naitm; for what I read as tt^nRef 1. 3, 1 


while both have with&wte for witk ourgi], 15, and twtf^ripe for a ttripe^ L 21 1 


(see HftlliweD'a Dictionary, ** a^t^rij?^, n herb?"), I have not cancelled this | 


impression. 


The other versioD of the eoug^ from Mr Wright^s MS. in his text* J 


pp. S9— 91, 


——-- d 


JOUH CmLl>H A.NU ^»| FBINTEKS. ^^H 
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ADDITIONAL ANALOGUES 

OP 

"THE WRIGHTS CHASTE WIFE." 

By W. A. CLOUSTON. 

The numerous versions of this old and wide-spread story should 
be divided into two groups : I. Those in which there is a test of 
chastity, and the lovers are entrapped; XL Those in which there 
is no such test, but the suitors are (a) entrapped, or (h) engaged to 
perform unpleasant or dangerous tasks. 

I. It is probable that some oral version of Tlie WrigJifs Chaste 

Wife suggested to Massinger the plot of his comedy of The Picture 

(printed in 1630) : Mathias, a Bohemian knight, about to go to the 

wars, expresses to his confidant Baptista, a great scholar, his fears 

lest his wife Sophia, on whom he doated fondly, should prove 

unfaithful during his absence. Baptista gives him a picture of his 

wife, saying : 

" Carry it still about you, and as oft 
As you desire to know how she's affected, 
With curious eyes peruse it. While it keeps 
The figure it has now entire and perfect 
She is not only innocent in fact 
But unattempted ; but if once it vary 
From the true form, and what's now white and red 
Incline to yellow, rest most confident 
She's with all violence courted, but imconquered ; 
But if it turn all black, 'tis an assurance 
The fort by composition or surprise 
Is forced, or with her free consent surrendered.'* 

On the return of Mathias from the wars, he is loaded with rich gifts 
by Honoria, the wife of his master Ferdinand, king of Hungary ; and 
when he expresses his desire to return to his fair and virtuous wife, 
Honoria asks him if his wife is as fair as she, upon which he shows 
her the picture. The queen resolves to win his love — merely to 
gratify her own vanity — and persuades him to remain a month at 
court. She then despatches two libertine courtiers to attempt the 
virtue of Mathias' wife. They tell her Mathias is given to the 
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"TnE WRrQHT's CHASTE WIFE": 



society of Btninipets — moreoveFj not young, but old and ixgly ones | 
flo poor Sopkia begins to waver. Meau while the queeii makes 
advances to Jlatliia^, ivliick at first he i-ejects; hut afterwards, seeing 
a change in his wife's pictuR*, he consents, when the queen says she 
wUl think over it and let him. know lier decision* Soplda, at first 
disposed to entertaiti her suitors* proposals, on reflection determiJies 
to punish their wickedness ; an J, pretend ing to listen favoumbly to 
one of them, she causes him to he stripped to his shirt and locked in 
a room I where be is compelled to spin flax (like tho suitors in our 
story), or go without food. Tlie otlier fares no better, and the play 
concludes with tlse exposure of the libertines to the king and queen, 
their attendants, and the lady's husband. 

The 69th chapter of the continental Gedu Romanomm (translated 
by Swan) is to Uie following efl'ect : ^ A carpenter receives f roni tiia 
mother-in-law a shirt, having the wonderful quality of remaining 
nnsoiled so long as he and his wife w*cre faithful to each other. The 
emperor^ who liad employed him in the erection of a palace, is 
astonished to observe his shiit always spotless, and asks him the 
cause of it; to which he replies, that it is a proof of bis wife's 
unsullied virtue. A soldier, having overheard this, sets off to attempt 
the wife^s chastity, but she contrives to lock him in a room, where 
she keeps lam on bread and water. Two other soldiers successively 
visit ber on the same errand, and share their comrade's fate. Wlioa 
the carpenter has fiuiahed his job, be returns home and shows the 
misullied shirt to his wife, who in ber turn exhibits to him the tbre^ 
soldiers, whom he sets free on their promising to reform their ways. 

The general resemblance of our story to this Geda version does 
not, I think, render it therefore certain, or even probable, tliat the 
latter is the source whence it was de lived ; since a test similar to 
that of the Oatland (for winch a slxirt is substituted in the Gesta) 
occurs both in the Indian original and in an intermediate Persian 
form, which is of Indian extraction. 

In the celebrated Persian story-book^ Kakhsbabl^s TtUi Ndma 
(Tales of a Parrot), written about a.d. l30Cj the wife of a soldier, on 
liis leaving home to enter the service of a noblemaii, gives him a 
nosegay which, she tells him, would remain in full bloom while she 
was failbfal to bim* After some timOj the nobleman inquired of the 
soldier how he managed to procure a fresh nosegay every day in mid- 
winter, and was informed that its perennial bloom betokened his 

' Here givuu some what more fiilly than m tlie additional postscript to the 
PrclJace to the second edition of The (FrigH'it Chaste Wif^^ ISeS. 
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wife's chastity. The nobleman sends one of his cooks to try to form 
an intimacy with the soldier's wife, but she craftily entraps him. A 
second cook is despatched to learn the fate of the first, and meets 
with a similar reception. At last the nobleman himself sets off 
with his attendants — ^among whom was the soldier — to visit the 
chaste wife. He is received by her with great courtesy, and his two 
cooks, dressed as female slaves, are made by the wife to wait upon 
him at supper. The happy soldier then returns his wife the nosegay, 
fresh and blooming as ever. 

The oldest form of the story yet known is found in the great 
Sanskrit collection entitled Kaihd Sarit Sdr/ara^ (Book II., ch. 13) : 
A merchant named Guhasena is compelled to leave his wife, Deva- 
smita, for a season, on important business matters. The separation 
is very painful to both, and the pain is aggravated by fears on the 
wife's part of her husband's inconstancy. To make assurance doubly 
sure, Siva was pleased to appear to them in a dream, and giving them 
two red lotuses, the god said to them : ** Take each of you one of 
these lotuses in your hand ; and if either of you shall be unfaithful 
during your separation, the lotus in the hand of the other shall fade, 
but not otherwise." The husband set out on his journey, and 
arriving in the country of Kataha he began to buy and sell jewels 
there. Four young merchants, learning the purport of his lotus and 
the virtue of his wife, set off to put it to the proof. On reaching the 
city where the chaste Devasmita resided, they bribe a female ascetic 
to coiTupt the lady, so she goes to her house, and adopting the device 
of the little she-dog — see ch. xxviii. of Swan's Gesta Romanorum,^ — 
which she pretends is her own co-wife in a former birth, re-bom in 
that degraded form, because she had been over-chaste, and warns 
Devasmitd that such should also be her fate if she did not " enjoy 
herself *' during her husband's absence. The wise Devasmita said to 
herself : " This is a novel conception of duty ; no doubt this woman 
has laid a treacherous snare for me," and so she said to the ascetic : 
** Keverend lady, for this long time I have been ignorant of this duty, 
so procure me an interview with some agreeable man." Then the 

^ 'Ocean of the Streams of Story,* wiitten in Sanskrit verse, Iw Somadeva, 
towards the end of the 11th century, after a similar work, the VriJuU Ka'Jut, 
* Great Story,' by Gunadhya, 6th century, of which no copy has hitherto been 
discovered. A complete translation of Soraadeva's work, by Professor C. H. 
Tawney, with useful notes of variants and derivatives of the tales, has lately 
been published, in two vols., large 8vo, at Calcutta. 

* Taken into the Gesta, probably from the DiscipUna CUricalis of P. Alfonsus. 
The incident is also the subject of a fabliaUf and occurs in all the £astem 
versions of the Book qf Sindibdd, 
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ascetic said : " There are residing here some young merchants, who 
have come from a distant country, so I will bring them to you." The 
crafty old hag returns home delighted with the success of her 
stratagem. In the meantime Devasmitd resolves to punish the four 
young merchants. So calling her maids, she instructs them to 
prepare some wine mixed with datura (a stupefying drug), and to 
have a dog's foot of iron made as soon as possible. Then she causes 
one of her maids to dress herself to resemble her mistress. The 
ascetic introduces one of the young libertines into the lady's house in 
the evening, and then returns home. The maid, disguised as her 
mistress, receives the young merchant with great courtesy, and, 
having persuaded him to drink freely of the drugged wine till he 
became senseless, the other women strip off his clothes, and, after 
branding him on the forehead with the dog's foot, during the night 
push him into a filthy ditch. On recovering consciousness he returns 
to his companions, and tells them, in order that they should share 
his fate, that he had been robbed on his way home. The three other 
merchants in turn visit the house of Devasmitd, and receive the same 
treatment. Soon afterwards the pretended devotee, ignorant of the 
result of her device, visits the lady, is drugged, her ears and nose are 
cut off, and she is flung into a foul pond. In the sequel, Devasmitd, 
disguised in man's apparel, proceeds to the country of the young 
libertines, where her husband had been residing for some time, and, 
going before the king, petitions him to assemble all his subjects, 
alleging that there are among the citizens four of her slaves who had 
run away. Then she seizes upon the four young merchants, and 
claims them as her slaves. The other merchants indignantly cried 
out that these were reputable men, and she answered that if their 
foreheads were examined they would be found marked with a dog's 
foot. On seeing the four young men thus branded, the king was 
astonished, and Devasmitd thereupon related the whole story, and all 
the people burst out laughing, and the king said to the lady : " They 
are your slaves by the best of titles." The other merchants paid a 
large sum of money to the chaste wife to redeem them from slavery, 
and a fine to the king's treasury. And Devasmitd received the 
money, and recovered her husband; was honoured by all men, 
returned to her own city, and was never afterwards separated from 
her beloved. 

Tests of chastity such as those in the above stories are very 
common in our old European romances. In Amadis de Gaul it is a 
garland ; in Perce Forest it is a rose, which, borne by a wife or a 
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maiden of immaculate virtue, retains its bloom, but withers if the 
wearer is unchaste. In Tristram ^ Perceval , La Morte d*ArtJim% and 
Ariosto^ the test is a cup, the wine in which is spilled by the 
unfaithful lover or wife who attempts to drink from it. In one of 
the fabliaux of the northern minstrels of France the test is a 
mantle, ' Le Manteau mal taille ' : an English rendering of this, 
entitled 'The Boy and the Mantle,* is found in Percy's Reliques. 
And in Spenser we have the girdle of Florimel. 

II. To the first subdivision (a) of the second group of variants, 
in which there is no test of chastity, but the suitors are entrapped, 
belongs the fabliau in Barbazan, tom. iii., of * Constant du Hamel, 
ou la Dame qui atrappa un PrStro, un Prevost, et un Forestier,' an 
abstract of which will be found in the original notes to our story ; 
also the old ballad of TJie Friar well-fittedy of which some account 
is furnished by Dr Fumivall in an additional Postscript to his 
Preface (Second Edition, 1869).i 

In an imperfect MS. text of the BooTc of the Thousand and One 
Nights, brought from Constantinople by Wortley Montagu, and now in 
the Bodleian Library, Oxford, there are two versions : Nights 726- 
728, * The Lady of Cairo and her Three Gallants,' and Nights 738- 
743, ' The Virtuous Woman of Cairo and her Four Suitors.* Dr Jona- 
than Scott has given a translation of the second of these in the sixth 
volume of his edition of the Arabian Nights: The lady is solicited 
by the judge, the collector- general of port-duties, the chief of the 
butchers, and a rich merchant. She makes an assignation with each 

^ For members of the E. E. T. S. who possess only the 1865 edition, it may 
be as well to reproduce Dr Fumivall's note here : 

"With The Wright's Chaste Wife may also be compared the ballad of 
* The Fryer well-fiUed; or 

A Pretty jest that once befel, 
How a maid put a Fryer to cool in the well,* 
printed * in the Bagford Collection ; in the Roxburghe (ii, 172) ; the Pepys 
(iii. 146) ; the Douce (p. 85) ; and in Wit and Mirthy an Antidote to Melancholy ^ 
8vo, 1682, also, in an altered form, in Pills to Purge Melancholy y 1707, i. 340, 
or 1719, iii. 325 ' ; and the tune of which, with an abstract of the story, is given 
in Chappell's Popular Music, i. 273-5. The Friar makes love to the maid ; she 
refuses him for fear of hell-fire. 

Tush, quoth the Friar, thou needest not doubt ; 

If thou wert in Hell, I could sing thee out. 
So she consents if he'll bring her an angel of money. He goes home to fetch it, 
and she covers the well with a cloth. When he comes back and has given her 
the money, she pretends that her father is coming, tells the Friar to run behind 
the cloth, and down he flops into the well. She won't help him at first, because 
if he could sing her out of hell, he could clearly sing himself out of the well : 
but at last she does hel^ him out, keeps his money because he's dirtied the water, 
and sends him home dripping along me street like a new-washed dheep." 



3) "TDE Wright's CHAaTE wife": 

at her own house— of course at diffeTent hours — and acquaints her 
husband of her plan to punish them, and at the same time reap some 
profit. The judge comes first, and presents her with a rosary of 
pcv'irlfi. She makes him undress, and put on a robe of yellow mnalin, 
and a ])arti-colourcd cap — her husband all the time looking at him 
through an opening in the door of a closet. Presently a loud knock 
is hoard at the street-door, and on the pretence that it is her husband, 
ih(; judge is puslicd into an adjoining room. The three other suitors, 
as ih(»y fiuccessively arrive, bring each a valuable present, and are 
treated in like manner. The husband now enters, and the lady tells 
liini-- to the consternation, doubtless, of the imprisoned suitors — that 
ill n^turning from tlio bazaar she had met four antic fellows, whom 
Hhr. had a great mind to bring home with her for his amusement. 
1I() ailects to 1)0 vexed tliat she had not done so, since he must go 
from homo to-morrow. The lady then says they are, after all, in the 
next room, upon wliicli tlio husband insists on their being brought 
hcforo liim, one after another. So the judge is dragged forth in his 
absurd attiro, and compelled to caper like a buffoon, after which he 
is miuh) to toll a story, and is then dismissed. The others, having in 
turn gono through a similar performance, are also sent packing. 

'J'licro is another Arabian version in the famous romance of the 
Srrcn \'(t::irHf which now forms part of the Thousand and One Nights, 
Tho wifo of a merchant, during one of his journeys of business, had 
a young man as a substitute, who happened one day to be engaged 
in a street brawl, and was apprehended by the police. She dressed 
h(UH()If in her richest apparel, and repaired to tho wall, or chief of 
tho police, and begged him to release her * brother,^ who was her 
only protector, and against whom hired witnesses had sworn falsely. 
'i'ho wah', seeing hor groat beauty, consents, on condition that she 
should reeeivo him at her house. She appoints a certain evening, 
and the wali, enraptured, gives her twenty dinars (about ten pounda 
of our money), saying, ** Expend this at the bath;" and so she left 
tho waK with his heart busy thinking of all her charms. In like 
manner — to be brief — tho lady arranges with the kazi, or judge, the 
vazir, or minister of state, and the hajib, or city governor, that they 
should como to hor the same evening, appointing, of course, a differ- 
ent hour for each. She then goes to a joiner, and desires him to 
make her a large cabinet with four compartments. The poor crafts- 
man, also smitten with her beauty, asks, as his only reward, that he 
should be permitted to spend an evening with her. ** In that case,** 
says she, " you must make a fifth compartment,'* and appointed an 
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hour for him to visit her, the same evening she had fixed for the fonr 
city officials. When the wall arrived, she feasted him abundantly, 
then taking off his robes, dressed him in gay-coloured clothes, and 
plied him with wine till he was intoxicated ; and when he had written 
an order to the jailor to release the young man, lo I there was a loud 
knocking at the gate. "Who is coming?" asks the waH, in alarm. 
" It is my husband," replies tlie lady; "get into this cabinet, and I 
will return presently and let you out." Thus, as they came, the 
crafty lady entraps the four dignitaries and the poor joiner. Having 
sent a servant to the prison with the waifs order, her lover soon 
arrived, and they both set off for another city, with all the valuables 
they could carry. In the morning the landlord of the house, finding 
the gate open, entered, and hearing voices from the cabinet was 
alarmed, and summoned the neighbours. The cabinet was carried 
to the palace of the sultan, who sent for carpenters and smiths, and 
caused it to be broken open, when lo ! he discovered the waif, the 
kiziy the vazir, the hajib, and the poor joiner in their fantastic 
dresses. And the sultan laughed till he almost fainted, and com- 
manded the story to be written from first to last. Search was made 
for the lady and her lover, but they were never discovered.^ 

In the Persian romance entitled Bahdr-i Danish, or * Spring of 
Knowledge,' by Inayatu-'llah of Delhi, a lady named Gohera, whose 
husband was in the hands of the police, makes assignations with the 
kotwal (chief of police) and the kazf, one of whom is entrapped in a 
great jar, the other in a chest ; and next morning she causes porters 
to carry them before the sultan, who orders them to be punished, and 
her husband to be set at liberty. And in the Persian tales of the 
* Thousand and One Days ' (Hazdr-yek EHz), by Mukhlis, of Ispahdu 
(Day 146 ff.), Aruya, the virtuous wife of a merchant, entraps, with 
her husband's sanction, a judge, a doctor, and the city governor. 

The story is known, in various forms, throughout India, where, 
indeed, it had its origin. In the Indian Antiquary ^ 1873, there is a 
translation by G. H. Daman t, of a folk-tale of Dinajpur, entitled 
*The Touchstone,' in the concluding portion of which a young 
woman consents to receive at her house the k6twal at the first watch 
of the night ; the king's counsellor at the second watch ; the king's 
minister at the third watch ; and the king himself at the fourth watch. 
She smears the k&twal with molasses, pours water on him, covers his 
whole body with cotton wool, and then secures him near the window. 

^ In the Bodleian MS. of The Nights referred to above, this story is told 
separately from the Seven Vazirs.-^Nights, 726—728. 
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The counsellor is hidden under a mat ; the minister behind a baml)oo- 
screen ; and when the king comes, last of all, and sees the frightful 
figure of the kotwal in the window, he asks what it is, and she 
replies that it is a rdkshasa (a species of demon), upon which the 
king, minister, and counsellor flee from the house in dread of the 
monster. The kotwal is then released, and makes the best of his 
way home in his hideous condition. 

In Miss Stokes' charming Indian Fairy Tales (No. 28), a mer- 
chant's clever wife, during his absence, takes four hanks of thread to 
the bazaar to sell, and is accosted in turn by the kotwal, the vazfr, the 
kazf, and the king, to each of whom she grants an interview at her 
house, at different hours, and contrives to entrap them into chests. 
In the morning she hires four stout coolies, who take the chests on 
their backs, and proceeding to the houses of her suitors, disposes of 
them to their sons for various sums of money, telling each that the 
chest contained something he would value far beyond the sum she 
asked. A very similar Bengali version, * Adi's Wife,' is given by 
Damant in the Indian Antiquary^^ vol. ix. p. 2. And there is a 
curious variant in Narrain Sawmy's Select Tamil Tales, Madras, 
1839, in which Eamakistnan (an Indian Scogin or Tyl Eulenspiegel) 
entraps the raja and his domestic chaplain, whom he induces to dis- 
guise themselves as women, on the pretext that he would introduce 
them to the beautiful wife of a man who had lately come to lodge at 
his house. The jester having locked them, one after the other, in 
the same room, when they recognize each other they are much ashamed, 
and softly request to be let out, but this Eamakistnan does only after 
they have solemnly promised to forgive him a hundred offences every 
day. 

We now come to a second Sanskrit form of the story in the 
Kathd Sarit Sdgara (Book I. ch. 4), from which the foregoing Indian, 
Persian, and Arabian versions have evidently been adapted or imitated. 
The storyteller, Vararuchi, relates that before proceeding to HimAlaya 
to propitiate Siva with austerities, he deposited in the hand of the 
merchant Hiranyadatta all his wealth for the maintenance of his 
family during his absence, at the same time informing his wife 
Upakosd of it, and he thus proceeds : 

" Upakosa, on her part anxious for my success, remained in her 
own house, bathing every day in the Ganges, strictly observing her 
vow. One day, when spring had come, she being still beautiful, 
though thin and slightly pale, and charming to the eyes of men, like 
the streak of the new moon, was seen by the king's domestic chaplain 
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while going to bathe in the Ganges, and also by the head magistrate, 
and by the prince's minister ; and immediately they all became a 
target for the arrows of love. It happened, too, somehow or other, 
that she took a long time bathing that day, and as she was returning 
in the evening, the prince's minister laid violent hands on her; but 
she with great presence of mind said to him : * Dear sir, I desire this 
as much as you, but I am of respectable family, and my husband is 
away from home. How can I act thus 1 Some one might perhaps 
see us, and then misfortune would befall you as well as me. There- 
fore you must come without fail to my house in the first watch of 
the night of the spring-festival, when the citizens are all excited [and 
will not observe you].' When she had said this, and pledged herself, 
he let her go ; but as chance would have it, she had not gone many 
steps further before she was stopped by the king's domestic chaplain. 
She made a similar assignation with him also, for the second watch 
of the same night ; and so he too was, though with difficulty, induced 
to let her go. But after she had gone a little further, up comes a 
third person, the head magistrate, and detains the trembling lady. 
Then she made a similar assignation with him also, for the third 
watch of the same night ; and having by great good fortune got him 
to release her, she went home all trembling. Of her own accord she 
told her handmaids the arrangements she had made, reflecting, * Death 
is better for a woman of good family, when her husband is away, than 
to meet the eyes of people who lust after beauty.' Full of these 
thoughts and regretting me, the virtuous lady spent that night in 
fasting, lamenting her own beauty. 

" Early the next morning she sent a maidservant to the merchant 
Hiranyadatta to ask for some money in order that she might honour 
the Brahman^. Then that merchant also came, and said to her in 
private : * Show me love, and then 1 will give you what your husband 
deposited.* When she heard that, she reflected that she had no 
witness to prove the deposit of her husband's wealth, and perceived 
that the merchant was a villain ; and so, tortured with sorrow and 
grief, she made a fourth and last assignation with him for the last 
watch of the same night ; and so he went away. In the meanwhile 
she had prepared by her handmaids, in a large vat, lamp-black mixed 
with oil and scented with musk and other perfumes, and she made 
ready four pieces of rag anointed with it, and she caused to be made 
a large trunk with a fastening outside. 

" So on that day of the spring-festival the prince's minister came 
in the first watch of the night in gorgeous array. When he had 
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enieTed witbmit being observed, Upakoai said lo him : * I will nofc 
receive you until you huve batbed ; so go in and bathe.* The mmple- 
ton BgreiMl to that, and wm taken by the handmaids into a secret, dark 
tnn«f ii|)ftrtraeut There they took off his undor-garmeut^ and his 
jewels, and gure hitn by way of an imdeT-gaTtneat a single piece of 

*fafj, and they etrjeared the raacai from head to foot with a thick coating 
of that lamp-T>]ack and oO, pretending it was an unguent, without hi^ 
detecting it. While they continued rubbing it into eTery limb, the 
teeond watch of the night came, and the chaplain arrived ; the hand- 
maids tliereupon aaid to the minister : * Here is the king^s chaplain 
come, a great friend of Yaranichi's, so creep into this box ; ' and tlicy 
bundled him into the trunk, just as he was^ all naked, with the utmost 
^■precipitation ; and then they fastened it outside with a belt. The 
^Ppriest too was brouglit Inside into the dark room on tho pretence of a 
bath, and was m the iarae way stripped of his garments and orna- 
ment?, and made a fool of by the hfindraaids by being rubbed with 
lamp-hirtck and oil, with nothing but the piece of rag on him, until 
in the third watch the chief magistrate arrived. The handmaids 
immediately terrified the priest with the news of his arnval, and 
puehed him into the trunk like his predecessor. After they had 
bolted him in, they brought in the mi^^i^trate on the pretext of giving 
^^ him a l^ath, and so lie, like his fellows, with tho piece of rag for his 
^■tmly garment, was bamboozled by being continually anointed with 
^"lamp-black, until in tlie lastM^atch of the night tho merchant arrived. 
The handmaids made use of his arrival to alarm the magistrate, and 
bundled him also into the trunk, and fastened it on the out.side, 
^^ " So those three being shut up inside the l>ox, vm if they were 
^Hbent on accuitoming themselves to live in the hell of Mind darkness, 
^^did not dare to speak on account of foarj though they touched ona 
another. Then IJpakosa brought a lamp into the room, and making 
the merchant enter it, said to him : ^ Give me thut money which my 
husband deposited with you,' When he heard that, the rascal, observ* 
ing that the room Tvas empty, said : ' I told you that I would givs 
you the money your husband deposited with me/ Upakosa, calling 
r the attention of the people in the trunk, said : ' Hear, O ye gods, 
^Bthis speech of Ki^ranyadatta.' When she had said this, she blew 
^^ out the light ; and the merchant, like the others, on the pretext of a 
brith was anointed by the handmaids for a long time with lamp-black 
Then tiiey told him to go, for the darkness was over^ and at the close 
of the night they took him hy tho neck and pushed him out of the 
door sorely against his will Then he made the best of his way home, 
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Avith only the piece of rag to cover his nakedness, and smeared with 
the black dye, with the dogs biting him at every step, thoroughly 
ashamed of himself, and at last reached his own house ; and when he 
got there, he did not dare to look his slaves in the face while they 
were washing off that black dye. The path of vice is indeed a 
painful one. 

" In the early morning, Upakosa, accompanied by her handmaids, 
went, without informing her parents, to the palace of King Nanda, 
and there herself stated to the king that the merchant Hiranyadatta 
was endeavouring to deprive her of money deposited with him by 
her husband. The king, in order to inquire into the matter, im- 
mediately had the merchant summoned, who said : * I have nothing 
in my keeping belonging to this lady.' Upakosa then said : * I have 
witnesses, my lord. Before he went, my husband put the household 
gods into a box, and this merchant with his own lips admitted the 
deposit in their presence. Let tlie box be brought here, and ask the 
gods yourself.' Having heard this, the king in astonishment ordered 
the box to be brought. Thereupon in a moment that trunk was 
carried in by many men. Then Upakosa said : * Eelate truly, gods, 
what that merchant said, and then go to your houses : if you do not, 
I will bum you, or open the box in court.' Hearing that, the men 
in the box, beside themselves with fear, said : * It is true, the 
merchant admitted the deposit in our presence.' Then the merchant, 
being utterly confounded, confessed all his guilt. But the king, 
being unable to restrain his curiosity, after asking permission of 
Upakosa, opened the chest there in court by breaking the fastening, 
and those three men were dragged out, looking like three lumps of 
solid darkness, and were with diiB&culty recognised by the king and 
his ministers. The whole assembly then bui-st out laughing, and the 
king in his curiosity asked Upakos4 what was the meaning of this ; 
so the virtuous lady told the whole story. All present in court 
expressed their approbation of Upakosd's conduct, observing : * The 
virtuous behaviour of women of good family, who are protected by 
their own excellent disposition only,^ is incredible.' Then all those 
coveters of their neighbour's wife were deprived of all their living 
and banished from the country. Who prospers by immoralitj'^ 1 
Upakosd was then dismissed by the king, who showed his great 
regard for her by a present of much wealth, and said to her : * Hence- 
forth thou art my sister ; ' and so she returned home." 

^ Instead of being confined in the zenana, or harem. Somadeva wrote before 
the Muhammadan conquest of India. 
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Such is the fine story of the virtuous Upakosa, according to 
Professor Tawney's translation, of which the Arabian version in the 
Seven Vazirs is a rather clumsy imitation. But before attempting a 
comparison of the several versions, there remain to be adduced those 
of the second subdivision (b) of the group in which there is no 
magical test of chastity, and to which belongs Lyd gate's metrical tale 
of The Lady PHoresa and her Three Wooei^Sy an abstract of which is 
cited by Dr Fumivall in the original notes to our story. 

If Lydgate did not adapt his tale from Boccaccio {Decameron, 
Day IX., Nov. 1), both versions must have been derived from a 
common source. Boccaccio's story is to this eiOfect : A widow lady in 
Pistoia had two lovers, one called Einuccio, the other Alexander, of 
whom neither was acceptable to her. At a time when she was 
harassed by their importunities, a person named Scannadio, of repro- 
bate life and hideous aspect, died and was buried. His death 
suggested to the lady a mode of getting rid of her lovers, by asking 
them to perform a service which she thought herself certain they 
would not undertake. She acquainted Alexander that the body of 
Scannadio, for a purpose she would afterwards explain, was to be 
brought to her dwelling, and that, as she felt a horror at receiving 
such an inmate, she offered him her love if he would attire himself 
in the dead garments of Scannadio, occupy his place in the coffin, 
and allow himself to be conveyed to her house in his stead. To 
Einuccio she sent to request that he would bring the corpse of 
Scannadio at midnight to her habitation. Both lovers, contrary to 
hep expectation, agree to fulfil her desires. During the night she 
watches the event, and soon perceives Einuccio coming along, bearing 
Alexfinder, who was equipped in the shroud of Scannadio. On the 
approach of Some watchmen with a light, Einuccio throws down his 
burden and runs off, while Alexander returns home in the dead man's 
clothes. Next day each demands the love of his mistress, which she 
refuses, pretending to believe that no attempt had been made to fulfil 
her commands (Dunlop), Lydgate's story is a very great improve- 
ment on this of the illustrious Florentine : the Lady Prioress pretends 
the ** corpse" had been arrested for debt; and the adventures of her 
three suitors are ingeniously conceived, and told with much humour. 

Under the title of * The Wicked Lady of Antwerp and hep 
Lovers,' Thorpe, in his Northern Mythology^ gives a story which is 
cousin-german to those of Boccaccio and Lydgate : A rich woman in 
Antwerp led a very licentious life, and had four lovers, all of whom 
visited her in the evenings, but at different hours, so that no one 



ADDITIONAL ANALOGUES. 37 

knew anything of the others. The Long Wapper^ one night assumed 
the form of this lady. At ten o'clock came the first lover, and Long 
Wapper said to him : " What dost thou desire 1 '' — " I desire you for 
a wife," said the spark. — " Thou shalt have me," replied the Wapper, 
" if thou wilt go instantly to the churchyard of our Lady, and there 
sit for two hours on the transverse of the great cross." — ** Good," said 
he, " that shall be done," and he went and did accordingly. At half- 
past ten came the second. **What dost thou wantT' asked the 
Long Wapper. — " I wish to marry you," answered the suitor. — "Thou 
shalt have me," replied the Wapper, "if thou wilt go previously to 
the churchyard of our Lady, there take a coffin, drag it to the foot of 
the great cross, and lay thyself in it till midnight." — " Good," said 
the lover, " that shall be done at once," and he went and did so. 
About eleven o'clock came the third. Him the Long Wapper com- 
missioned to go to the coffin at the foot of the cross in our Lady's 
churchyard, to knock thrice on the lid, and to wait there till midnight. 
At half-past eleven came the fourth, and Wapper asked him what his 
wishes were. "To wed you,'* answered he. — "Thou shalt do so," 
replied Wapper, " if thou wilt take the iron chain in the kitchen, 
and dragging it after thee, run three times round the cross in the 
churchyard of our Lady." — " Good," said the spark, ** that I will do." 
The first had set himself on the cross, but had fallen dead with 
flight to the earth on seeing the second place the coffin at his feet. 
The second died with fright when the third struck thrice on the 
coffin. The third fell down dead when the fourth came rattling his 
chain, and the fourth knew not what to think when he found his 
three rivals lying stiff and cold around the cross. With all speed he 
ran from the churchyard to the lady to tell her what had happened. 
But she, of course, knew nothing of the matter ; when, however, on 
the following day, she was informed of the miserable death of her 
lovers, she put an end to her own life. 

We have here a very curious and tragical version of the self-same 
story which the Monk of Bury — or whosoever was the author — ^has 
told so amusingly of the Lady Prioress and her Three Wooers. In 
the Far North, where our story is also current, magical arts are 
employed in punishment of importunate and objectionable suitors : 
In the latter part of the tale of *The Mastermaid' (Dasent's 
Popular Tales from the Norse), the heroine takes shelter in the hut 
of a crabbed old crone, who is killed by an accident, and the maid 

^ A Flemish sprite, whose knavish exploits resemble those of our English 
Robin Goodfellow. — Thorpe, 
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' THE WRIGHT a CHASTE WIFE ' 



b tliua left done. A consUbla, passing by, and aeeing a beautiful 
girl tit the windots^, falla in love with her, and having brought a 
bushel of money, shy consents to marry liim ; but at night, just when 
they have got into bed, she says that slio haa forgot to make up the 
£r@j this the doting bridegroom umlettakes to do hini&elf^ but no 
sooner has he hdd hold of the shovel, than she cries out ; " May you 
hold the shovel, and the shovel Jiold you^ and may you heap burning 
coals over youiself till morning breaks 1 ^* So tboro stood tiie 
constable all night, heaping coals of fire on his own Lead till day- 
break, when he was released from the spell, and ran borne. In like 
manner, on the second night the damsel casts her spells over an 
attorney, who is nmde to bold the handle of the porcb door till 
morning ; and on the third night the sberLffi is compel! eti to hold the 
calfVtailj and the calf*s-tail to bold him, till morning breaks, when 
he goes home in sorry plight. — In an Icelandic version, the calf s-tail 
is the only device adopted by the young witch, but it proves equally 
efficacious for her pm'poses. 

These are all the versions of tbis world-wide story with which I 
am at present ac^uamted : sonic of them are taken from the appendix 
to my privately-printed Book of SindiMd. Kegarding the iinmcdiato 
source of Adam of Cobsam's diverting tide, I do not think that was 
the Gesia version, witli which it corresponds only in outline ; botli 
were doubtless adapted independently fiom some orally-current form 
of the story. If we assume that the Kathd Sarii Sdijara faithfully 
represents its prototyjxj of the 6tb century — the Vrihat Kathd — 
then for tthe elements of The Wnijhfs Chcmie Wife we must go to 
two difiigreJit but cognate tales in that collection : for the garland as 
the test of chastity we have tlie lotiis-tlovirer in the story of Guhasena ; 
and the entmpping of the suitors we laid in the story of Upakosd. 
Of the Eastern versions oiled, the prototype of The Wi'i^hf^s Chasie 
Wife is the story of the soldier's wile in the Tuti Ndma — a work, 
it is true, which does not date earlier than a.d, 1306, but it was 
derived from a much older Persian work of the same description, 
which again was based upon a Sanskrit story-book, of which the 
BuJca Saptaii (Seventy Tales of a Parrot) is the modern representa- 
tive. The two stories in the Vnhat Kathd^oT rather, portions of 
them — seem thus to have been fused into one at an early date, and 
reached Europe in a form similar to the Geda and Adam of Cobsam's 
versions. But the story of Upakosa also found its way to Europe 
separately, and not through the Arabian versions assuredly, since 
these are much later than the times of the Trouv6res. Moreover, the 
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fabliau has preserved incidents of the Indian story, which are omitted 
in the Arabian versions, with comparatively little modification, 
namely : that of the bath — a common preliminary to farther intimacy 
in tales of gallantry ; the smearing of the naked suitors with lamp- 
black and oil — they are * feathered * in the fabliau ; and the dogs 
snapping the heels of the roguish merchant. — That Boccaccio was 
not the inventor of his version seems evident, from the existence of 
analogous popular tales in Northern Europe. Be this as it may, 
Adam of Cobsam's story has furnished us with a curious illustration 
of Baring-Gould's remark : " How many brothers, sisters, uncle?, 
aunts, and cousins of all degrees a little story has ! and how few of 
the tales we listen to can lay any claim to originality ! *' 

Glasgow, A'gril 1886, 
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the Itefence of the Berde. 1543-3. Edited, wltb a Life of BOOEBEj and an acoauut of his Work», 
W P. J, FuroiviUl. M.A. ISs* 

XL Barbour's Brucet Part 1. Edited tmm the MSS. and Cftrlj printed editions, bf the B«t* 
Prof* W. W. Skcat, M.A. IS** 
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I^.(j Pttl/liratmi^ for 1871 (f^ftff «7T^iMi?fl) ar^.' — 



. Enyland in Eeniy VHI.'b Time: a Diab^ui' between CardiUfU Pob and Lupaot, niainly on 
tbe Condition of Ei inland , written by Tbnmas Starkfly, Chaplain to llGiiry VlII. Part 11. 
>Jiiited by J* M. Cow pur, Esq. 12*. jPart 1., Starke}f'» Life und Letters, is Ko. XXX II.) 

Xm. A 9upplycacy«i fif the Be^g^re,^ by Simon Fish, 152^-^ A.I>*, tditeil by F. J. FuridvalLM^. : 
with A Supplication to our Mofite Bcuemig;ne Lordef A Bupplication of tne Foore Coicmioiit ; aiid 
Tlie Deoav^ of England b^ the Great Mnltitude of Sheep, edited hy J- M. Cowpcir, Esq. Off. 

XTT. Early [^^LiaIi FToniuioiAtioii, with £j^pecial refere»e(j ta i^hakiipere and Chaucer, Part ill* 
by A. J. Klii^i, Jisq., F.KS. 10s. 

Th^ Publications for 1872 (one ffuinea^ are ^'^ 
XY. Eobert Orowley't TMrty-ene Epip^ms, Voyoe of The Laat Tnimpet, Way to Weallk, &e*, 1 5iS4k^l 

A.TJ., edited by J, M. CckWper, Eshv \2s. 
XTL Ch«icer:i Ti«atiM cm tho Astrolab?, 1391 a.d* Ed. from MSS. by Ecsr. Pft)f. W. Skeai, 

M*A. 10s* 
XTH, The OomplAyiit of Sootlande, ir>w A.D,. with an Appendix of four Contemporary Engiiah 

Tracts a^a-W A.D.J. Pari 1., edited by Dr* J. A. U, Murmy. 10*. 




6 Liai of Early English Text 8ocieti/s Boohs. 

Th^ Pithrtcatwnx for IS73 (nne guinea) are: — 
XVItL The Oamplji^nt of Sctotlwidg, 154D A,.n.« with an Appendix &t t^at contemporary Eii|;lisll1| 

Tnujla ilfj*:i- ^y^ Part IL, ediU'd by Ur. J. A.. H. Murray* Sj. J 

TTS OuTfl Ladyem Mjrrouro, a,d. I'kUSk i^litt'd by t lie Ri'V, J. 11* Blunt, M. A., witU four fUll-p«^« J 

photolithographic f^^imlle^i by ilooke aiicl' Fotberiiighain. 2^1*. 

2^e PHbrtmtwm f&r 1874 {(?/i^ guiHca') tire : — 
TT Lonelieh'i Kutojy of the Holy QtjlO (nK liSO A.p/)j from th^ FrencTi of Sires Bfibiers da* 

Borron, Part L* ed. F. J. Fun ij vat I, M. A. N*. 
XXi. BEtrbcrar'i Bomb, Pjirt II., eil, Rf*v, PtoT. W, W. Skeftt, M.A. 4t. 
XgTT Heniy Eiinklow's. CompUynt of Kad«ryok Xon lab, tM^< ; and The XiKmcafci^Qii af a. Ohria- 

ti&n n^fLLiiBt the Oit«« of LQridaii» nifiiUj Vn' Rodt^riga jlEt^rs, AD. 1515. Kd* J, M^ €owpm** 9#* 
ng « I n Early EugUflh PronunaiatianH i^art IV., bj' A. J, KlHs, P.ll,S. 10*. 

^te PNldtraiimif/iir 1875 ((JKA gubtm) afr ^' — 
XZIT* LonelicVii KistDiy af the Holy Onll, part II., i-d. F. J. FarniTiiUj DL A. lOi. 
XX7. Hoy of Warwiek, Uth-ci^utur-y Version, Part L. ed. Prof, Zapltm. fOs. 

The PfihUnnllon,^ for 18TG (flWff guinea) afS : — 
XSVI. Guy of Warwlok, lejtk-oc-iitury Veraiou, Piirt 11^ oiL Pi^f. ZimittS*. lit. 
XXYII. ThH Enffliih Works of Jahn I'laber. Bishop of E^Wibijater (dted 1555), Pflxt I, the Tcit 
editod by Itov, Prof, J, E. B. Ma^or, MA. Id** 

Th^ PfiUlt'tithynsffif 1^77 (r?/i^ ffubtea) av^ :^ 
XXVIH, Loaelichs Eoly Onul, Psrt IIL. otL F. J, PiiroivjiT], M.A* TO*. 

XXIX. BarbauT ■ Bnioe, Purt tlL. cd. Buy, Pmf. W, W. i5kimt> M.A. 21^. (large paper, 4Sf.). 

TAj? PttMlrntififtii ftii' 1878 (tme guinefi) are: — 

XXX. LoneMoh'a Holy Orad, Part IV., ed. F. J. Piu-nivjilL M.A. 15*. 

XXXI. The Alliterative EomarLce of Alexander and DrndinniE, ed. Rpv, Pr^iif. W. "W. Skeat. (!*+ 
XXXII Sharkey a 'England in Henry TUTh timB" ; Stofkoy'a Life and Iett«H^ Fart i., ed. S. ^ 

Murrtage, B.A. %9. 

Tfie PtihUciifittn^ fur 1879 {ona ffuinfja) ft re : — 
XXXm. Geita Eomanonim (tinpcli^ht ^h. 1440; x tbe Early Eoflbh Vetuoai^ edited from the HSS^i] 

and hi ivck -letter tMhtioiiHT by S+ J* HcrrtHiirrtj B.A. 15*. 
XXXHT. Charleni&gtLe Roin&noes :^ No. I. Bir ruuinbrur edited froni the uniqno Aqhmolo M3^ 

by SI. J, Hprrttwe^ 11. A* lo*^ 

T/i^ PHhlirathfin far 1880 (fl^^ff fjnluea) atf^ :— 
XXXV. Charlemaifne aflTnunoett X(i. IL The Sega off Helayne, eii hy S> J. Herrtn^e, B^A, 11*. 
XXXVX. Obaj:]«magne Eamanoes: Na. [II. The Lyf of Charlei the Gnte^ eugLisht hy C4,x:tOU, 
i,D. 1*^5, l^iirt 1., *cl. hy S. J. Hyrrtage, B.A. ifts. 

The Pit h I hyj t ui n .? ft^r 1 3 S 1 (ofiP g w I nea ) ra ?'^ .■ — 
XXXVII. Chartemagnfl Renianeei; No, IV, Thft Lyf of Charlu Had Grete, elbji^llsht hy G^KtoTi^ 

A. n. 1 Wr^ Part lb, I'd. hy 6. J. IlL^rrliigj^ B.A. 15*. 1 

XXXYin. ChBrlomB«ne Soiiujifl«« ; No. V. The Homanoa of the Sowdone Qf B&hykaift, ed* Dr. B*^ 

Hauj^knecht, 15*. 

The PffblhatioJisfttr 1882 (f>??^! guinea) are: — 
XXXIX. GharlemagnQ Eomojioea :— S. Rauf Coilyoar, Holand, Otuel, Jtc, eci.S. J. H(?rrtiigBj B.A. ISv.] 
XI*. ChajLemagne Ramanoea ;— 7. Huoa oi' Hurdeux, by Lurii H^faQTij 4^. S* L^ Le<±, B^A.^ Part 1. ^-^mS 

The PMi cations for 18S3 (oti^ gtiinea) ft re t 
XLI. Oharlemit^o Eomaiio«:^S. Huon of Burdeux^ hv [jord BGrnerfl,ed.S. L. Le«^ B,A. Ft II. IScI 
Xm. Guy of Warwkh, tho Aucbiideck mid Caiua 31 SS, Part L v€. Prof. iSuplUa. la*. 

TJie PuM'/t^fififynsfiiT 1884 (^^te i^t/v'ji^u) are: — ■ 

XHU. Charlema^a TLomaneea :— 'O.Hnonof Surdeux^ by Lord Bom orfi, od. S. L. LcP^, B.A. Ptlll.'rlS 

XLIV. Charlema^e Eomaucea ;— 10. Tho Four Sotifl of AymoG, by Ca^toD^ od. Miss O. Riohardsoa 

Parti. 15*. 

The PifhlirufwJtt fiir IS^fi niU he vJifln/^nfrom^: — 
ChiTleEnB.gne KomanceAt— lb The Four Sorts of Aymou, hy Caiton^ ed. Mis»0, ItxehArdison. PartllJ 
Gti^Tleniiufne Romatioflftr— 12, Huon of Burieux, by Lord Bernt^ra, (*<3, S. Lh Lf^, B.A. Part III* 
Bp. Fi*h&r'a English Worki, f*!. Ri'V. HoTiOrld Hayne, B.A. PFirt IL {At FntM. 
HaoDleve'a Kinor Poems, ed. F, J. FumivaLb M.A., Ph, U. [At Press. 

Conioleint, ^^ ^ j, ,, 

Am ikkxander ^omanos, ed. Rev. Prgf. Skeat and J. H^ Hfisaeb^ MjI. 
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Treasurer's Cash Account for 1879. 
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Treasurer's Cash Account for 1880. 




Treasurei^s Gash Account for 1881. 



00 
00 



t 

•^ 



CO 









s 




I pi -- 
g II I 



••a J 

all III! 



•oeo»H 



§s° 



8 



|: ill! Ill 




5 
'2 



10 



Treasurer's Cash Account for 1882. 
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Treasurer's Cash Account for 1883. 
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Treasurei'^s Cash Account for 1884. 
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Treasurers Cash Account for 1885. 
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il. Early EnfHah Froauuoiatioiit witit tufpeeii3.1 Rufarence to Shi-ksptre and Chamber , by A. J, Ellis, FrR.5. 
Pari: I. U^. 

'lite PiihUrntif^ns fm' iSfi^S {une pttnea) are ^ — 
TTl. Oaxton'a Sook of Curtesy e, in Three Versions. Ed. f. J. PumivalL 5Sp 
I V. Havelok the Lanii, Ri -Hibtini iiy the ll*v. W. ^V. Ski at. M.A. \(\x. 

V, Chauoer'a Boethius. Edited from the two bent MSJ^. by Rt^v. Dr. R. Morris, lg#, 

VI. Chi^elere Aaaigne. Ri'-etiiteii frnm thft unique MS. by H. H* Gitjbs, Ebq., M.A. 3#. 
Th e Pu h 1 1 i'ii f I mu fo }* I S (1 9 {o tie gv inea) a re r— 

Til. Eariy English Fronun'ciaticia, by A. J. EMis, F.R.S. Part 1 1. mt. 

VUL Ciueene Elizabethes Achademy. ftc, Ed. R J. Furtiivall, Essays uti (.=*J']y Italiau and German Booka 

of (oitrif'M-, hy \V, M, RnKst^tLi siTid Dn E. Oswaltl. 135* 

Awdeley's fratsnutye of Taoabondet* Hartnan's Caveat, &.o. Ed. E* Viles and T* J. FunifvaU. In. IW* 
TA ft Puhl i f'(i t ittrtx fm' 18 7(* {V' n e tj m tiPfi ) fj ?'^f .* — 
'X.. Andrew BoerdB''a Introduction of Knovled^, 1547, Bjetary of Helth, IMS. Bamea in I^efeiifie of thit Beide, 

1542^3. Ed, Y. J. FurnivalL 1H.9. 
XL Barbour's Bruce, Part I. Ed, from HSS. s,ud editions, by Rev. W. W. Skeat. M.A, lU. 

The Pfilflli'ft^'timti fitr 1871 (one ffttinea) are: — 
IE £ng:land In H«bry YlXL's Time ; a iHalrj^ue between C&rdinal Pale and Lnpttet. by Tbomnj^ £!tHrk*'yi 
Chatilaiii tu Hpnry Vllb Kd. J. M. Cowjicr, Part II, I2a. fPan I, is^Nn. X^Xlb lfa7H, ^#.) 
Xllb A SuDpbcacyon of the Befgers, iiy Simfsn Fish, l!iiS-9 Jl.r'.T *^d. P. J. Puniivaih with A Supplicatioit 
to our Moste Souemiene Lorde : A Suppliofttioa of tiie Foora Conunojis \ and Tbe Seca^a «£ 3:il'^V'»w^ V^ "^^ 
Great Multitude of S&eep^ t^d, bv J. M. Co^vper. E^u. fi^. 
IV. Early EagUah Proaunciatioii, by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.U.6. Pa.n 1\1. 1^4, 



ffiarlu (Engli'ih m^pond^. 






^mTKr4ii|i, Li ^l Ik. a viur frmJ 



I 



ffti the Chii r i i;ii % [jorid*>i*) to the Hon. Si»erctAry» W. A. DAUftlKU Kni|., 67 
Firubtjry PttfJt, 1^3titlon,N., and ci'o*at 'Union riank,' ( Un I UvU iiitiitc* Siilw^cr r 

for pcMtii'^^ is. id* fk yeJir ejiira for tJie Ori^^'l(llLl S**rivR, imd li. ii ywir for tin . f 

^KTbe SOQtety^H TdxU are alao aoUi Bepfirnti^ly iit the pfici?ei put iifUr tbcim Iti Ui« i<4«4«. 

9 OimiK^L SEE1£S> 

?7//r Pfihlit'atlom f^r l^S't nr^ : — 
Sj. AfllfTk'i M atri&ftl D rei pf SBinti. In MS. Cott. JuL E 7., <m1. Ecv. I'rof. BkMt, M.A,, LUD. V%rt tl Ul 

^K^. Tha Oldest Englifth Texta, Gbju-ler»p ^.. c4. U. S^^v^t, M. A. 20#, 

^B J///- PuhVinftlnnJt ffH' IHWj ?^'l/? /m ^htt^ni fmm : — 

^■§i Additional Aaalflg* to ' Th^ Wrijfhfi ChMfc Wife,* ttv W \ f Iniiftnti, I^, 

^KftTi. Giu-mor fflpindi. pnrt VL I nirrjiliu'Nim " "' v. J*r IL MMfFi^ 

^■fti^ Sir Bt^id I-yiiii*t*r« Work*. Part VI 

I Tbivtn&i B^binftoa'i Life aod'Befttli or Xoxy Miigiliili^rj{>. -^h li^i t n^^l 1*. Hntiiii»(*r. 

Q.£ll»U»tb't TnnaUtioEUi, &om Bo^thliii, 1^., ttlited fruin Uie utitquti M8. b> Walfunl P. I<ii<]iliyj fi/.PMi* 

Pre^pariHij : — 
TfeatiM on tlie Vktuei, ali. 1201 A,n^ edited ffflin thp uniou^ >1H. hy 1*. Z. RornnJ, JLA. 
Eftrij JSn^liah Beeia and DDcumCiDti, fniiii nni<|tie M^%^., mJ. Dr. Lorrnvs Mor^tnu'li, 
Merhn, Purt IV.^ Ptmtrtiiiiiii^ PrufJietn [iiciMi* and ftSoHHnrv. Killli'ii hv H. H VVluMtkv. 
BeawaLf. aoritleal Tetl. As.-.. e<i. Prnf. Zi3p)L7Ji. with I»iNiiefUiioii» hy Vmt, Mldkuhnir. 
All the Zorly EcifllAb. Vein.? Li^gt of Saintt. e^. Dr. C, Il>ir^tmaijh. 
Fiigrunag^t of the Lyf ftf Jfjuiliode, iii ihk^ Xcirthern Dijileiit, 4'tl H. *!. lli^rrltiffc, 11. A 
AofflQ-ftuaD and fori; Eagrliah Pa&lt«-i, tuL W. Aidr^ Wriiirbt. M,A., Ph.D. 
Sarir Eciglidh HomHiea, l:Uh CE'Mt tiry^ etl lii^v.. Dr. K. Morrifi, 
afoo aulo of St BoiMt: 5Tt^:tU| Aiiglo^ Saxon, Early Rniflbit^ C rtito», ^♦i «i, lUv Dr. E. ^Irtrr^ii. 

EXTBA~a£fifE8. 

Tiie PuMieatkrnf ftyr l&So fl?K/f 1SS<> will hs phmen frrnn— 
C]tuis&U£a«B«m4m]«f ;— Hiioa of Burdmii, by IjCitd B*^niors. ctK B. Iji. Ix^r?, U.Ar Purt JV. 
OiKrIemAgne Romanc&s :— The Jouf Sam of Aymoa, ud. IWn^ O. liichftnlstciTi. Purt 11, \ At Pre»A, 
Tue Tiireft King* of ColQgtte. 2 BiiKliMh T^it!J, and 1 Latin, in), Dr. C. Uomtnitinn. [ -J^ /V*'**, 
HoBekvefl Minor Pcujm^ ed. F. J. Furrnvftll. M.A,^ !*h.l>. [^^^ Prtis. 
Hoec-OTo a Com plaint, tid. F, J. Fnrnlvall. M.A., Ph.D. 

Bp. Fiahera Engliah Wgrkt, ed, EoV. RiinaJa BayiK*. B.A. Plin IK [-^^ ^*)^^^ 
Aaotbtif Alliterative B.aniaQqci of AleundATp ed. ^v, Prt)t Skcal, LL^D., and J. 11. UovkoIn, M^A . [ Jl j 

Pf'cptifiHg : — 
B^rbotif a Brace, tdj, R**v, Prof. W, W. Skeat. Part IV. 

Bir Sovifl of Hamton. frum the Aiiehin]j?rk And other MSiS, ed. Df. E. KffliMiigt \At Prr^w. 
Lonelicb'ji Holy Grail, ed. P. J. FiirnivalU M.A,t I'h.D. Part V* 

T/^iff PHhlii^at'wR^ for the f^i'arit 1872 ^w ISM {a fin ffubini ^uch tfrar) urt' i^* 
XV. Bob«rt Orowley'f Thirty-Ona E|iifraiiii< Voye* of tJ!i« Wt Trumpoti Way to Wsaith* ls«„ i5S«*.l 

A.ii.. tfiiitf'd hv J. ^L G(iwj>ftrH Esq. l±s, 
XVK Chaijoisr'a Treatifta an tii* AstroUbo. Bd. Kev. W. W. Skc*t, M^A, LL.1». fj*. 

XVII. Tlie G ottiplarrit of S€i>tlande. 1 5 ID a. d „ with t Tmctii ( 1 5 12- 18) , &\^ Dr . M Ufmy . V%tl I. 1 Ojt, 

XVI II. The Complaynt of Bcotlande, 154*.* A.n.. td. Dr. Jiiarraj- Part IL K*. 
XI S. Ottre Ludyet Myroure, aj>, LVio, yd. Ui-v. i.H, Blunt, M.A. 34*. 

XX. lonelich s History of the Holy Grail i ab. 1 4ai( a.DO. ed. F. J. Fiimivall. M.A t PJtD. Part I . U. 

XXI. Bitrboiira Brace, Part 11., (*d. JtovJ W. W. Skeat, M-A. **, 
XX IE. Heiury Eriiiklgw'B. Gcnnplaymt of Ecderrck Man (ab, I^JIS) ^ and Tbn LamerttastoB of A ChrialjAn 

against the Gitie of Landofi, niMip by lifMieritfO Mora, A.r>. l5-tj. Bd, J, M. Cowp'T. l*j«, 
XXHl, Ewrly Enshsfci Pronunoiation. by A. J, Blli«, P.R.S. Fart IV. lf»«. 
XXIV , Lonelicha Eistflry nf tbs Holy toil, ed. F. J . Fvi m i val 1, M . A „ Ph . D. Part II. 1 0* , 
:<CXV, Gay of Warwick, liSlh-uontury VcRilon, ed. Prof. ZupSfKa. Ptort I. 2!0«. 
XXVI. Guy qifWarwick, lijth-i^ifntiury Version, *!d* Pmf. Zupititt. Part IL 1-J*, 
XX VI L Bj, Fiabea^'i English Works f died lo3^j , ed. bv Prof. J. |^. B, Mayor. Part I, the Ttat, I W*. 
XXVi It. LoaeUtihi Holy Grail ed. F. J. FumivalL MA,. Ph,D. Part IIL Ida. 

XXIX. Barboora Brtwe, Part IJL ed. \Uv. \V. W,SkKtt. M.A., LL.D. 31*. 

XXX. LcmeLich B Holy Grail, ed. F. J, Ftimivall, M,A , PhD, Part IV. 1^. 

XXXI. The Alliterative Romanue of Alexander and Bindimu*. ed. E^. W* W. Skfeat, fi** 

XXXII. atarkey'* ' England iit Hftnry VIU'b time. " PtL Stajkfly B Life aadLotttri,«dKS J. Herring, Hit, 
XXXTIL Geatft Roiflimortnii > TjKhsht ub. UHM. r d. S, .J, Hfirrtfl*:'", B.A. 16«. 

XXX tV. The Qjarlema^ne Bomanoet :— L Sir FemmbffliB, frnm AHhm, MS* 33, ed,S.J,Ht'mnjte. I5j, 
XXXV. CharlemagTie Homanota :— 2, The Se|:B off Holayne. Sir Otadt &c*, i+d. S* J. Ht.'rrtitift!, 1«,. 
XXX VL Cliarlemftgiio EemanecB :— 3, Lyf of Charle* the Gjretfi, Pt. L, Hi. B. J. Htsmmr*; lU. 
XXXVlL CharUmasns RomatMheB -.-^^ Lyf of Charlej the Grete, Pt. IL, i:?d. 8. J. lUiTT\\ii£<i. 13*. 
XXXVIII. Clharlainapaeltoman&eii-S. Tlie Sowdone of Babylone, pfj. Di** Hanaknwlit. 15ff, 
XXXIX Charleoiafne Komancea t— 6. Ranf Colyear, Roland, Otuel, An., ^d.H. J- Hf'rrta^, B.A. ]6#, 
XL. Oharloioa^o Ronianeesi— 7 Huon of Burdeiii, by Lorii B<rnftrH, isd. B, L. L(*, BA. Part L l&rf* 
XLL Charloma^e Eomancesi— 8 Huon of Surdfiux, bv L'>ril Us riiMrH, ell. 8. L, Ij(^, 11 A* IH 1 1, l&t, 
X L n . Guy of Warwi&k : 2 tf ■ J t ;* r\ r^ r* f> 1 1 d k ck .\! S . at \i\ i "ai i im M Js . t , *id. P rot Z u ui X£A.. Part 1 , 1 ^t. . 

XLIIL €harleinifi»e Bomandea ,^^. Huon of Burdwut, by Lord Kirin?Tn» fid, B. L. Lr-^. Ii.\. Pt IlL T&*. l4«tl 
XLIV, Oh&rleiQAg^e BomAiioei ;--lO. The Four Bona of Artfion, imL MJJsfi Octavia Richard fh^^u. Pt L 1£«. 



iJirs 



LOiS^PON: N, TKUBNER & CO,, 57 & 59, LUDGATK, 
BERLIN r ASHEE & CO., 53 HOnEENSTRASSE. 



■''■ rJUMii (1185 Jk,U*\ 

1 L'^ Ml Coqiu* CUmt* Con,, 



_ miMIcatioiia of The l^rJt^ ^ifftsh l^jtf ^ ' ■ dividr^a iTito 

Cla^sea, J. Artbur and other Itonmncesi* i .h illui^lmtiii^ 

pfr Dialects and th<? llHorj* of our Lntia:u'>?r*^i inchifiing ri Hi^rica ot' 

^-editions of our mr\j Dit'tioiinnos* 111* Biblicnl TrttUi*lutu>iiy and 
ligioua Treat taea. IV* |tfisccllrmc*ou3. Tho fiil lowing are aairuT of 

ie works which in future yonrs will bt> jvublitibtHl in cacii of Llui 

'kssen, (Tbo Exira Serks^ which commeueed in 18^7, ia iultuided 
for re-editioti8.) 

I. 
pyr Thomtis Mtikor's HoHd*Arthurt Ta Ik' f^iliUil fi 

with II ocvr t*r<.*fiie<3, Kotes, and u Gb^aary, fltt th 
The Eomance of Artliour and Morlin. From tlio Ai; 

aad the Lincoln's Inn and Dotioe MS 3. ^/« t'. 

te History of til y Siiidt Qmii or Sunk RyuL Itv 1 1 

A,I>.). 'to li<^ ro-oditod ttom the uuiquo MS* in ' 

Cambriilg^, hf F, J* FuniivuU, Esc^.^ M,A* ^i^i .,f. 
The Artlmr Bnlkdi. 

The Romance of Sir Trhtpcni. To bo inlitt^d from tliu Anobinlcok MS* 
The En^lisb Chnrlomngn& llomtinccH* From tho Aiiohtnk^ck and utbcf MSS. 
Tbe Ronmnco of Sir Gencridp^, Frorn the MB* in Triu. Coll., Cftinbridjjr* 
The Rumanco or L(?gend of Sir Ypotis. From tb« Vortioii MS* 

II. 

Cursor Hnndi, or Curanr o Worbk, in tbo Northprw Dliikflt, To bi' tM\\u4 ftom tlv© MSS, 

in the Britkb Mueoum and Trinity Colbge, Gjinibridgc, by R, MoniM, K*q. [Chpifd, 
IIampol(t*a Yci^ion of^ and CommoQtAry on, iho Psahuii To bu edited from ii Nortliora 

MS. by R. iforna, Esq, [(l)|)iV»f, 

Hampole'i other Eugliah Works in tbo Nurtbi^rn diukK^t. 
The Ooapol of Nicodemia in tbo Northtimbvijvn dink'ot, To bo tditod for the ftnt timo 

from Hurl. MS. 4106, &c., Cott«n-Gjilbu» v: ii,> by It, Mordp> E«(j, 
Li?Ga of Saints, in the 9outberii diiduot. To bo edited fVom tbo llarldnn MS, 22 7 T (ftb* 

1305 A.TJ.), by 11. Morris, Esq. 
Barbour's Livoa of Sainta^ in the Nortbeni Diiilisof, From tho Cambridgtj U»in*rnity M8i 
Aboodarium AngUco-latiiium, pro TyruncuHs, Ricbnrdo llultnto exsorlplorc. Lundml, 

1552. 
A Httlo Dictionary for Children (W, do WordiOt or a siborto DintionaniT for yonjjo be* 

gtnnora (ed, Evans, Ifiec), by J/Witliak, frho oarlicst edition, Ut ha collutud with 

tbo finccsediug editiona.) 
An Alv&ario or Quadruple Dictkmtirio in Englisbc, Latin, OtL^ijko, and Frcaoli^ by John 

Bnret* (Tho edition of 1680 oollattd with tlmt of 1673.) 
A eoHoction of Early English Truntiica on Oriinuiiar. To bo edited chiefly ftt>m M6S, 

for tli*^ first time by Honry 13, Whoatky^ Enq. [Copied 

m. 

<j& Old ond Now TustawHJttt la Vcwc. To be oditcd from tbo Vernon MS. by Il» 

MorriR, Fsq, [CbpM, 

Tlis History of Adum and E^o. To bocdit<^d from the Vonion MS., Hurl MS. 1704, ^o** 

by S, Wiijliind Kornhaw, Esq., M*A, [€&pitdt 

The Storiea of Susanna and tbo Elders, LaKanw, &o. To be edittfd flrom tbo Vonio« MS,, 

by J. W* Ilaloa^ Esq,, M.A. [ihpiift. 

ModytacioTiB of tho Sonar of our Lordo Jbrjiu, &ce.| jit*rb»pfl by liol^irt of Bnmno, To ba 

cditod from tho Ilarl Mf^. J 701 (ab. VMU) a.tk), ifeo,, by F, J. Fu mi vail, FNq., M.A, 
^Xjdgttte'M life of St Edmund. From tho predion tiitLon MS. to Uonry Vl,, Umi, TiU. 

IV, 

The Third Vorflion of Piora Plowraim. Tn ha pdit<sd from tbo MSSp, with a vulumo 
of Kotea and Glosaaryj by tbo Rev, W, W. Skoot, M,A., ia 1871 k IWT^i, [Vopietl 
Lydgate'a Works, 

Le Venery do Twoty and The Master of ths Game, To he e^tod from Ibo USS. by 
Alfred Sadler, Esq. 

An Early EngUab Vorao Trnnslntion of Boaoaccio'ft Jk Olard StuiiiH^ut, Tabc« 
W. M. Bosictti, Esq., and Mr E, Uroci. 






Jn^TOjI'-^'* sS^oml 



The SiilMcription h £1 Is. a year [And J^l 1«. (Ln^^ Pajwr, JtH 2s,l 

additional for ilw Extha Seiuis], diiti in advauce on tliti latof JaNCJauic 
should be paid either to tlio Soeii4y*H Accunnt at tha Unit*!* Batik 
indon, 14^ Argyll Placo, Ee^'i^nt 8ireeti W,, or hy poat-nllkti unlc 
made payalilo at tlio Cliief Otiice, Loiulon) to ilw Hon, Seertit(»ryJ 
Uenrt B. Whil^tlet, Ksiit 53, Be me re 8tr<j0t, Loudoii, W, 

arae JHtllicatiimt/or ise» witi 5c .— 

KrtitiMl by n, H, Wini4Tl*lT. Ea^^i witU irn Kitty oa Arthur 






I.. 

SI: 



S \VOUKS, I'lirt I¥*, oonUiliilnir Aue Stttji^ erf the Tliiw 

38, WlLLiAJH?^ vi>iu.> ur Plfeus PLOWMAN. IVt 11. Tifil B. Kdlted from tUo MS&I 
by mi Rm. Vr. W, Sweat, ^^X. lOf, ivf, 

aa THE ALLITERATIVE ROMAN^^K OP TTTT? TJlISTnTlOTlOX OF TTWjY* ImnNlntod J 
from GiriiKJ db CoLOMi^i, K l : miquo M8. In Ihd lliiiit«srii*ii Aduiicumj 

Glttsgow, by D. DoicALpaoif, K . A. I'akto^.- ¥%n L 10*. *ki. 

LAITDKR'S ,T.v -^ r --^, ^diiid jjy i\ nut. Khu. _ 

IKE Fl NT r ■ 'SS, in Aiiplo-Siiion ; witU Iwd Burly Bnillnh foonm on the Cmiiii.1 

EiiJterl |[. ! w^Tt MnRlTffi, )•>(]. \ tv the Prrrjr,?, 

IKGLTSU OlLOS, iiM irMJti r l.tSU A.I)., cd.by tUolatiJ i:oiib; : 

mid h\H dai 1^1 iter Mbi Ltii- 
IE tt L IN , Par t I V. » oi^ntu 1 t i i i ui AG 1 osfutrv'. EdiU*d bj H , B W 

PALLAUJUS 0?C HlTSUilNDKii, ; u.i ^rnJii^L Elnprlhh t»orm on Husbwuhy. i" Im ..hi.ui j 

fW>ni thi] unique MS. iu Colchester C'o^tle iob- V^^ a.*oA by tjit^ Kev, iJAitixaN Liiihik, M A», 

Part J. [infhr f'ns.v. 

EARLY SCOTTISH VERSE, ItOEAL AND KISTORICALp fi'om a MS. Jn thi^ i 

Uiii^nraitv Library* To he editurt liv thu Eev. J. iL Li Miir, M*AJ [iu 

CAT^OL^^X^^^ AN<iLlOUM. An Kn^slinh-Utin Dtclkiiary (A.D. HSOK T<i bi> iiu 
_ Tj<>: '• 's M8. bv H. B Whuaixev, Eslih rr 17110/. j 

iiBlo N RE LASTING TU BIR GAWAINE. To Iw cditftd ft^3wi thu »lhK. bv a.{ 

ITli^ RAVI. \(i..t£i.. ft Collection on^cottlihPr. ' " 

To be G<tite<l from a MS. in Camb. Untv, Libr. 
TUB EULE O? 8T BENET. Five Tftxtstj Ai . 

vcrya and Midtji^nd proio of the l&th cetiturjs i^'J^^ =^1^ rairly iinuci'ii vrfMiMu I';di.j4i<| hy I 

RtcHAHrv MoHttia^ Ei^, [In Ihr I'rwwjf, 

THE LAY FOLIt'Ei MASK- BOOK, and otber Poctna. Edilwl from Ihu M»8. bv tlui Ui^v. P. 

Simmons, [In tkp JV^fljf, 

THE UFE OF BT JULIANA. Edited by tlie Hev, T. O* CooCATJfl, M.A* Un ifw Prettjt, 



tjRTESl'E^ in TbjBd VynnonBi I,, from Uin milquci r^dnti^t ctapvl 
raity Li^^mnr; % from the Oritvl MB. 70 : &i from tho BtUtbl MS, 1 



^s Pn^Ucaihn^for la© (Swi, 1 i^iiMif <t a pa-ir ; Lnrgv Paptr, % ^iiijuiuw) ojn» ;— 
L WILLIAM or FALEENTSi or, WILLIAM AND THE WERWOLF. RtMdlted ftom 1 

iinfa'ia MS. in KiiiK'a CkjlL C?tmbnrJK"» ^y thi^ Rsrv. W. W. Silent* M.A. la^. 
I L EAELV ENOL I SH PRON UNCI AT ION, wttli e.-peeial RtftrencB Lo febiikai»crc jukI Chaucer, 1 
by A. J. Ellih, FR.S. PsjI) L in^r. 
77(fl PMhlhatUms f<*r ISSS f&pr>p 1 
UL UAXTON^S EOOK OP CtjRTES 

in theCambridgftUnivoTsity LiJ _. . , _, 

354. Btiitcd by R J. Fuutcitai-l. Jii^q., M.A. 6ji. 
IF. HAVELOK THE DANE. Ee-editrd Txom tbr iiTilqtn- MS- by the Rev. W. W. Skiat, M.A*f I 
with tbt^ pifius^tion and iiidof tbi' ' < " iiuEBfciMAPPKif. IQf. ' 

V. CH Al:CER^*^ BOETHma. EO i : ^S. by R, M ORRIS. Eftq. 1 ?*. 

YL CHlilVJCLKRl^ ASSIGNE. T^^.^^' ^ .\ia by M. U. GinBa.Biq. S», 

TAa Fnbl hat ions for IBOfl wt?l 6c . - 
TU. EARLY ENGLiSH PliONUNCIATEON, with ospecial Reference to Sbalispere andl 

ChEineer. by A, J. Ellis, F.R.S. Pint II- Ififf. 
Tin, QUEKNB ELIZABETHJSS ACHADEMY, A BOOK OF PRBCEDENCB. Ac. Edited 
by F. J. Fu^iTiYAXii, Baq..! with EsHxya on enrlv Ilnlian Jtnd G^mnLii Books of GtourtHnp. J 
by Vt\ M. Roshetti, Bm^ juid E. OAWdltl, Emi. ia«. 1 

JS. A\^T>ELEY'& FEATEENITYE OF VACAB6NDEe, HARMAX^S CAVEAT, cte. Edl^il I 
by K. ViLRs, Esq., and F. J. Fitrniyall, Ehq, 7#> &/► / 

X. BAiLBOUR'S BRUCE, Purt L EtLUftd from tlie MS8. by the Bov. W, W\ Bkeat. [J^ P^'^dM, 



ditioiial Subscribers' names arc wanted for the Taxts of I8G0 and 1860, 




LONDO]??^: K TEITBFEE & CO., 60, PATEBKOSTEE BO"\r. 

BUnLIN: WILLIAM McGKE, IS, NASf^AU RTREET. 

EDINBURGH : T. G, STEVENSON, 22. SOUTH FREDEIITOK STREET. 

GLASGOW: OGLE & CO.. 1, RHYAL EXCHANGE SQUARE, 

BEBLIN: ASHEK & CO., UNTER UEN LINDEN, 2ih 
NEW YORK: C. SCRIBNER Sc CO.; LEYPOLBT & HOLT* 

PHILADELPHIA : J. B. LIPPiNCOTT & QQ, 

BOSTON, U.S.! BUTTON & CO^ 
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